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Army Rule in Canal Zone 
Menaces Press Freedom; 
Waldman Defends Editor 
Roumeval Face Cou for FER Educating 
Pot” 40,000Workers 
worse sss Im Projects 


gross brutality in the army) 


and punishment of an editor for | 
protesting against a particularly | 
Miners Being Taught Eng- 
lish, Farmers Study Co- 





bad case of Junker methods in the | 
American army in the Panama| 
Canal Zone is the occasion for} 


Louis Waldman, chairman of the} operation; Unions Are 
Socialist Party of New York State, | oe - 

to serve as counsel for Nelson| Aiding in Work 
Rounsevell, publisher of a 


€ . 

Panama American, at a prelimi- | ASHINGTON, D. C.—Approxi- 
nary hearing of his trial for crim- | mately 40,000 workers are at- 
inal libel on August 24. Rounsevell| tending weekly or semi-weekly 
was charged by army officials| workers’ education classes, con- 
after he alleged inhuman treat-|ducted under the supervision of 
ment of soldiers at Fort Clayton.|the Educational Division. of the 
The conflict between the dy-|F:E-R-A. Close to 1,000 workers 
namic, 60-year-old publisher and education classes have been estab- 


: ‘ogi e 4 
army officials was the outgrowth lished in 31 States. These are lo 
of four suicides and several at- | cated in communities of all sizes, 
tempts at suicide among the en-/'@"e1ng from large — 
listed personnel of the army post — to small towns and bac é 
during six weeks. woods-area. Workers of all ages 
In the midst of the alleged and backgrounds—men and women 
“death parade,” Rounsevell urged a in a in of —.. 
army officials to investigate con- rr, an psa i + bod - of 
ditions at Fort Clayton, but ap- ae one i oa svuden y 
parently nothing was done. Then | W° wee e oe 0 A te own is 
Rounsevell began his own investi-|, A 8ToUP © ee tag ee 
gation after the fourth suicide. being taught English by the daugh- 
He alleged ‘that he found the| ter of an Italian miner; a class in 


following results, as a result of | New Mexico is beine taught ‘ 
which he was charged with crim- | Spanish; farmers in Wisconsin an 


inal libel: | Minnesota are studying couperativc 
i. That Fort Clayton soldiers marketing and the problems of 
were driven like slaves. consumers; textile workers, taxi- 
2. That no regard was shown | cab drivers, shop girls, and ditch 
for young, soft and inexperienced | diggers are discussing problems of 
men who were unaccustomed to | trade unionism and questions raised 
scorching tropical heat. by current State and Federal legis- 
3. That the men took to smok- | lation. — : sizes 
ing the drug “Marihuana” in their | The Educational Division of the 
few spare hours and that while | F-E.R.A. was established = fen 
they were under the influence of | 4utumn of 1933 to provide wees 
the “weed” they did things, in- | relief for unemployed teachers and 
cluding suicide, which rational men | education for unemployed workers 
would not do. (Continued on Page Four) 
4. That General Fiske and Col. | 
Heidt, whom Rounseveill called | 
the “Simon Legree of the army,” | - our ee 
| 
ready to prove his accusations be- | Is Won ra the 
fore any tribunal. | 
Meanwhile, army authorities | a ‘ 
started an investigation. Their} 
finding was that there was “no | | inery nion 
| 
that the investigation was “white- 
washed.” 
He was arrested in the Canal | 
Zone on criminal libel charges and | Sareea “113 ad ‘ 
placed under $2,500 bail. Harmodio | universal in the millinery indus 


Arias, president of the Republic of | try by collective agreement dur- 
(Continued on Page Three) = | "18 the past week when the Cap 


— land Millinery Department of the 
| United Hatters, Cap and Mil- 
Oregon Jobless i: Workers’ International 
a 
Marching For 
BetterStandard 


Union succeeded in securing the 
adoption of a series of agree- 
| ments in all of the important 
j out-of-town markets embodying 

| 

a 

Special to The New Leader | 

ORTLAND, Ore.—On Saturday, | 

August 17, at 10 A. M., Port- 
land will be the scene of a demon- 


|these provisions. 

With the 35-hour and 5-day 
stration and parade on the occa- 
sion of National Unemployment 


| week established in the New York 

|}market since early 1934 the col- 

lective agreements just negotiated 
in the markets of Chicago, St 
Louis, Milwaukee, and Philadel- 

Demonstration Day. 

The demonstration centers around | 

the issue of wage standards on re- 

lief projects, relief for the unem- 

ployed, wage scales and working | 








were driving the men to suicide. 
5. That he (Rounsevell) was | 
common cause” for the suicides at 
Fort Clayton. Rounsevell charged | 
By Marx Lewis 
HE 35-hour and the 5-day 
work-week became practically 








‘Building trade workers in 


HE battle of the workers 

against the coolie-wage level on 
WPA projects, and against Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s amazing “Scab or 
Starve” order last week goes on. 

Regardless of the outcome of 
the first flare-up in New York last 
week, the issues of the strike have 
not been settled and will not be 
settled until the workers have 
made it clear that they will not 
stand for a slashing of wages and 
a consequent reduction of the 
standard of living, which would in- 
evitably result if the wage scales 
for which General Johnson battled 
so noisily on behalf of the Presi- 
dent prevail permanently. 
The President has _ estimated 
that the four billion dollar fund 
placed at his disposal will give 
employment to 3,500,000 workers. 
If that number of men are em- 
ployed under scab conditions and 
at scab wages a terrific blow will 
have been struck at the labor move- 
ment and at the whole working 
class. 
The first blood was drawn when 
Thomas Martin, a striking brick- 
layer on the Astor Project, was 
taken to the Home Relief Bureau 
by a committee from the Workers’ 
Unemployed Union Wednesday and 
received an unemployed relief 
check despite the President’s order 
of last week. This incident threw 
reactionaries into a panic, for they 
realized that the granting of relief 
to strikers against the orders of 
the President created a precedent 
that will make grave difficulties 
for them in the future. 
Socialist Party Statement 
The statement of Mayor La- 
Guardia, who hopped on the Scab- 
or-Starve bandwagon with Roose- 
velt and Johnson, that the relief 
check to Martin is an “exceptional 
case” and does not create a pre- 
cedent, is merely whistling to keep 
up the courage of those who dare 
not face the implications of the 
situation. 


PRICE FIVE CENTS 
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es es . pis secon 
the New York WPA strike on 








Vladeck Protests Post’s 
Stand on WPA Strike 


By B. Charney Viadeck 
Member New York City Housing 
Authority 

Hon. Langdon W. Post, 
Chairman, N. Y. C. Housing 
Authority 

Your announced intention to 
replace building trades crafts- 
men now on strike on Astor 
project with others on re-em- 
ployment rolls is unfair to or- 
ganized labor, and as a mem- 
ber of the Housing Authority 
I cannot approve of it. Labor 
has a fair grievance and not 
only has the right but is in 
duty bound to fight against the 
so-called “security” wage, which 
grants no security and endan- 
gers the whole wage structure 
-which took over a generation. to 
build at great sacrifice. The 
least we can do is not to make 
the situation worse by adding 
our moral and physical support 
to a purely political assault on 
labor standards. I do hope that 
you were misquoted. 











ing the strike of the WPA workers, 
took its stand in the following 
statement: 

“The wage policy of General 
Hugh S. Johnson, acting for the 
Works Progress Administration 
and in accord with President 
Roosevelt, is a menace to the in- 
somes of wage workers throughout 
he United States, including men 
and women who are not organized 
into unions. Throughout the entire 
depression period powerful con- 
tractors and bankers have exerted 
continuous pressure to effect heavy 
wage reductions in the building in- 
dustry of the nation, but due to 
the resistance of the workers these 
efforts have failed. General John- 


President, is now attempting | 





The Socialist party, in support- 


through government pressure to| 


for many who anticipated that t! 


No Scab Wages on WPA Pr 


Administration Scale Blow 
To All American Workers 








the Astor housing project. 


do what the organized employers 
and their banking allies have 
failed to do. 

“By obscurantist arguments re- 
garding the effects of this policy 
General Johnson assumes that he 
is acting in defense of workers’ in- 
comes and expanding relief for the 
unemployed. Both assertions are 
fallacious. General Johnson then 
assumes that opposition to this 
policy is in some way connected 
with Communists, thus endeavor- 
ing to mobilize ignorant fears in 
support of a program that means 
a general reduction of wages in 
the United States. 

“The Roosevelt-Johnson plan is 

to pay skilled workers $93.50 per 
month for 120 hours’ labor. Gen- 
eral Johnson declares that this 
means an increase of income for 
these workers who work 5% days 
per month for $11.20 per day, or 
$61.60 for 5% days. The total for 
the month is, of course, an increase 
but the pay is reduced to 77 cents 
and a fraction per hour and 
amounts to a 50 per cent reduction 
in wages while the hours of labor 
are increased about two-thirds. 
from 44 to 120 per month. 
“It is doubtful whether in all 
labor history any employing cor- 
poration ever attempted such a 
drastic reduction in wages and in- 
crease in the number of labor 
hours required to earn the reduced 
wage. No argument of General 
Johnson can conceal these glarin; 
facts. 

Mocking the Jobless 
“Moreover, the extension of the 
hours of labor by two-thirds fo 
each worker means that much 
fewer men can be employed and 
that the boasted relief is a mockery 





son, with the full approval of the| that this policy means not only a 


maximum of employment would 
emerge from this Works Progress 
Administration. 

“Just as interesting is the fact 


heavy sacrifice for the union men 
(Continued on Page Two) 











He Made Fine Anti-Im 


Litvinoff Votes at Geneva to 
Enslave the Ethiopian People 


* 


perialist Speeches Before He 
Sat in the League Council,-Now He Aims to Please, 
For Business is Business 








By Harry Rogoff 





HERE was a time not long 
ago when the parlor-Bolshe- 
viks in the United States used 
to cheer loudly every time Lit- 
vinoff made a speech before a 
League of Nations’ committee or 
any league meeting. This was 
before Soviet Russia became a 
member of the League of Na- 


| phia, and one that is expected to 
be signed shortly in Cleveland, 
will bring the benefits of the re- 
duced work-week to about 85 per 
cent of all millinery workers who 
are members of the locals in the 
various cities. 
Max Zaritsky, president of. the 
International Union, who led the 
conditions in industry, and federal 
unemployment insurance. 
teen-point program, unanimously 
endorsed by the Central Labor 
Council, includes the following: 
Trade union wages on all 
jobs, basic pay of 50 cents per 
hour for a thirty-hour week, 30- 
hour week in private industry, 


enactment of the Lundeen Unem- 
ployment Insurance measure—H.R. 
2827; increase of 35 per cent in 
relief; pledge of all participants to 
support labor in strikes, repeal of 
the criminal syndicalism law and 
release of all “class war” prison- 
ers; opposition to war and polit- 
ical dictatorships; old age pension; 
immediate ash payment of the 
veterans’ bonus by the Marcantonic 
method—H.R. 8365; abolition of re- 
lief labor. camps; removal of dep- 
utized officers at relief stations. 





A four-| 


relief | 


negotiations for the union in all 
of these cities, on his return from 
Louis, where it was felt that 
a strike might be required to com- 
pei the manufacturers to accede to 
the union’s demands, pointed out 
that while the union had succeed- 
ed in getting the 35-hour week es- 
tablished by the Millinery Code, 
the agreements in most cities had 
provided for the! observance of 
code conditions as to hours. With 
the nullification of the Recovery 
Act and the abolition of the code 
a movement was gotten under way 
by the manufacturers of several 
cities to deprive the workers of 
the favorable conditions. The 
agreements expired in all of the 
out-of-town markets almost simul- 
taneously, and a break anywhere 
would have resulted, it was felt by 


St 


tions, when Litvinoff used to 
appear as Moscow’s representa- 
tive at Geneva on occasions when 
Soviet Russia was specially in- 
vited. On all such occasions 
Litvinoff’s speeches were devot- 
ed principally to exposing the 
hypocrisy of capitalist diplo- 
macy. And he invariably con- 
cluded his orations with a “chal- 
lenge” to the representatives of 
the other powers to speak and 
act as Soviet Russia did. 

After each of Litvinoff’s speeches 
the parlor-Bolsheviks used to ex- 
press a fervent desire to see Soviet 
Russia in the League of Nations. 
They were convinced that with 
Moscow in the League the League 
would assume quite a different 





(Continued on Page Four) 





countenanee, for the Litvinoffs 


would not permit it to serve the 
interests of the great powers. The 
Soviet representatives in Geneva 
would surely compel them to act 
in accordance with the principles 
and Covenant of the League. 

At last the wish of the parlor- 
Bolsheviks was realized. Soviet 
Russia became a member of the 
League, with Litvinoff as her prin- 
cipal spokesman. More than that: 
the League did Litvinoff the honor 
of making him president of the 
League Council, a position of great 
importance and influence. 

Litvinoff now has not only the 
opportunity of making speeches 
before the League but to play an 
important part in the determina- 
tion of its decisions and policies. 
He now has an opportunity to util- 
ize his power in the interest of 
the principles of justice and fair 
play which he used to defend so 
fervently in eloquent phrases. 

But what is Litvinoff doing? Is 
he properly utilizing the opportun- 
ity for which the Communist and 
semi-Communist enthusiasts once 
yearned? Unfortunately, he is do- 
ing nothing of the kind. Ever since 
Soviet Russia entered the League 





of Nations Litvinoff has lost his 


Communist halo. He has stopped 
making revolutionary speeches in 
Geneva. He has stopped ridiculing 


ojects 





Plea of Red 


| 


International 


For Unity Ignores Fourteen 
Years’ War Against Unions 





Jewelry Union 
Ends Strike 
With Victory 


Wins Closed Shop, 35-Hour 
Week and Good Wage 
Scale — Workers Are 
Jubilant 


FTER four weeks of strike, 
originally for the renewal of 
an agreement which has been in 
force for the past two years, which 
resolved itself into a_ struggle 
against an open-shop contract that 
the employers tried to force upon 
them, the International Jewelry 
Workers’ Union announces that a 
settlement has been with the two 
main associations in their struggle 
as follows: 
1. An Absolute Union Shop. 
Employers have the right to hire 
workers in the open market, but 
they must become members of the 
union within four weeks. All strik- 
ers to return to work and no new 
help hired until all are back. 
2. A 35-hour week, with time 








and one-half overtime; overtime 
limited to 7% hours per week 
maximum, 

3. Trial period for new em. 


ployees of four weeks. Afterwards 
o be considered a reguiar member 
of the shop. ‘. 
4. Equal distribution of work 
in slow periods, 
5. All firms obligated not to do 
any work for firms called on strike 
by the union. 
6. All discharges of workers for 
iny cause whatsoever subject to 
(Continued on Page Four) 


Bay State Labo 
forlndependent 





By S. Syrjala 

Special to The New Leader 
PRINGFIELD, Mass. The 

annual convention of the State 
Federation of Labor showed a defi- 
nite tendency away from tradi- 
tional policies. For the first time 
in many years, Socialist trad 
union delegates played a notable 
part in a state A. F. of L. con- 
vention. 
The Socialist Party was officially 
recognized by including Alfrec 
Baker Lewis, state secretary of the 
party, among the invited speakers. 
His greetings from the Socialist 
Party were enthusiastically ap- 
plauded and it was evident from 
this courtesy that the A. F. of L. 
no longer looks upon Socialists as 
enemies but as brothers in labor’s 
struggle. 
The most important action taken 





favoring vertical unions by a vote 
of 95 to 69. It interesting to 
note that last year vertical union- 


1s 





the capitalist diplomats. He has 
also stopped his campaign in be-| 
half of the weak and the injured. | 

The disappointment with Litvi- | 
noff’s conduct reached its high} 
point at the last meeting of the 
League Council, which considered 
the war danger between Italy and 
Ethiopia. Litvinoff presided at the 
meeting. But his name was hardly 
mentioned in the press reports. 
Nor did he take the floor to dis- 
cuss the question. He did nothing, 
either at the council meeting or in 
the private conferences of the par- 
ticipating diplomats, to defend 
weak Ethiopia against the aggres- 
sion of imperialist, fascist Italy. 
He suddenly lost his capacity to 
speak. He entirely forgot his 
sacred duty as a Communist, anti- 
imperialist and anti-fascist and sat 
quietly in his presidential chair 
while the diplomats were concoct- 
ing their conspiracy against help- 
less little Ethiopia. 

Only once did Litvinoff take the 
floor during the proceedings, and 
with the purpose of helping his 


ism was defeated by 40 votes, 

One interesting issue was the 
formation of a labor party. It 
was evident from the numerous 


speeches that 4tere is a strong dis-|° 


mier 
t 
was the passage of a resolution | anti-labor 
previous 
more than doubling appropriations 
for unemployment relief. 


the 
the Norwegian parliament, the La- 


Lozovsky’s Charge Against 
Amsterdam Is Hypocriti- 
cal Avoidance of Com- 
munist Attack on Unions 


CONFIRMING the pessimism 

within the Communist move- 
ment due to its continuous dis- 
integration in the past seven 
years all over the world, S. A. 
Lozovsky, head of the Red In- 
ternational of Labor Unions, 
(The “Profintern”) in a speech 
at the congress of the Commu- 
nist International in Moscow 
yearned for unity with the Trade 
Union International with head- 
quarters in Amsterdam. The 
crumbling Communist movement 
is seeking allies everywhere in 
the hope of obtaining some elixir 





that will revive its declining 
health. 
“Let us fight together,” said 


Lozovsky, who] followed this by 
saying that his organization had 
twenty times in 1921-27 proposed 
to the Amsterdam International 
“the establishment of a _ united 
front against the capitalist offen- 
sive and the war danger, and Am- 
sterdam has either rejected or ig- 
nored our proposals.” 


olution adopted by the congress of 
the Red International in 1921, the 
first of the twenty he mentioned 
as having been made to Amster- 
dam. The “unity” that was pro- 
posed was for the trade unions of 
he world to be nice enough to join 
the Red International while the 
latter would be directed by the 
Communist International. This ar- 
rangement would have placed all 
trade unions under the direction of 
Lenin and Lozovsky, who had set 
up the rival organization composed 
mainly of Russian workers. 
The Proposed "Unity" 

The Red International congress 

n 1921 adopted a resolution which 


‘esolved to “bring al! tl tra 

unions into one united fighting or- 
ganization with one international 
‘enter—the Red Trade Union In- 


ternational.” 


In other words, the “unity” that 


age « 
Political Action was proposed was that Amsterdam 
» the trade 


should disband and urge 


unions of all countries to join the 
rganization dominated by Lenin 
ind Lozovsky. 

Continued on Page Thres) 


Norway Repeals 
Vicious Laws 
Against Labor 


Csto—in 


office less than five 
months, the Socialist govern- 
ment of Norway headed by Pre- 
Johann Nygaardsvold has 
succeeded in wiping from the sta- 
number of vicious 
inherited from 
administrations, and in 


tute books a 
laws 


With 69 out of 150 members of 
Storting, the lower house of 


oor (Socialist) Party governs with 





Lozovsky did not quote the res-__ 





(Continued on Page Six) 


satisfaction with the two major|the support of a number of left- 
political parties and a growing| wing members of the Agrarians, 
feeling for the need of a labor|who supplied the majority for the 
party, but it isn’t quite strong|important Socialist measures the 
enough to take decisive action. Nygaardsvold government has been 
The resolutions committee recom- * 


able to enact in its first weeks of 

office. 

The principal law affecting the 

organized labor movement thus far 

passed was the repeal of a law™~ 
f eight years ago that protected 


mended a referendum on the mat- 
ter. This was defeated. A deci- 
sion to refer matter to the 
state executive council for investi- 
gating the possibilities of forming 
a labor party with instructions to 


the 









report back to the 1936 state con-| strikebreakers and outlawed the 
rent fas sse. ies “s . . 
be 4 wa ohie 3 ‘ struggle of the unions! against 
stakable terms the con-|,, See : 
m UnmImeZae Ul Se scaonllly ta them. That repealer was enacted 
vention went on record against hy he “ 
: Lo wan¢+ | Uune 14th, after three months of 


Hitlerism by deciding to bé 
all German-made goods 
structéd central labor u 


elect committees to visit mé¢ 





Labor rule. On May 25th, a law 
that disfranchised voters on relief 
}in municipal elections was likewise 








rchants 


and storekeepers, urging them not} repealed. 
to sell German imports, and in| Qn July 2nd, the Nygaardsvold 
other ways te carry on an inten-| ovo ai ceil : 
sive boycott propaganda. eae Eee & Sanaa me 
Lesa Arkin. manager of the | creasing relief appropriations —_ 
f , ger th A a a>” oa 
Boston office of the Jewish Daily | 34 million kroner a H million 
Forward and a member of the| kroner, the increase to be raised 


party’s state executive committee,| by direct taxes upon the capital 
(Continued on Page Four) ists, and increased sales taxes. 




























Jomething to Remember 
n Tipping the Waitress 


Sa 





By Gertrude Weil Klein 
Sc reading the stories about 


-the miserable conditions of 

© the employees in the hotel and 

> restaurant business (1 hope you 

' read Pauline Newman’s infor- 
mative article in last week’s is- 
sue) I have been trying to de- 

termine whether, if the girls in 
the restaurants where I eat did not 
wear the same color stockings and 
identical uniforms, my digestion, 
or the enjoyment of my food 

would be seriously affected. 

__ Ihave come to a unanimous neg- 
ative decision; nor have any of the 
people I have questioned so far 

dissented from my opinion. The 
waitresses I have spoken to don’t 
care what they wear. Those in the 

he Childs chain are especially peeved 
~ - because in addition to’ uniforms 

’ they also have to buy their stock- 
‘ings from the company, and this 
means paying five or ten cents 
more a pair. Hence, it must ap- 
pear that it is the owners and 
operators whose esthetic sense is 
disturbed by the misenscene which 
would result from  vari-colored 
stockings and uniforms, and cer- 
tainly they should be sporting 
enough to pay for their own pleas- 
ures. 

On the other hand, my digestion 
and the enjoyment of my meals is 
seriously disturbed when I realize 
that the young lady who is so effi- 
ciently serving me, must, out of 
her meagre $2 or $3 weekly wage 
—and some don’t get any weekly 
wage—pay for uniforms, stockings, 
meals which they often cannot eat 
because they consist of leftovers, 
or also suffer from the uniform in- 
fluence, pencils at 35c each, which 
they could buy in the five-and-dime, 
25c a day to the bus boy, laundry, 
and a host of petty fines. 

I am impelled to leave a larger 
tip than I can afford, and this in 
turn results in my skipping one 
meal a week which does no one but 
myself any good. 

At the minimum wage hearings 

~continued in New York Tuesday 
hotel and restaurant associations 
pleaded “poverty” in answer to the 
proposed 18c hourly minimum. Ac- 
cording to their experts 4n 18c 
hourly minimum would place such 

a burden on the industry that it 
would force most of the employers 
out of business. They even brought 
down a statistician from Columbia 

University who testified that a girl 

could live on $11 a week, “in view 

of the other considerations.” 

When your reporter asked Rose 
Schneiderman, head of the Wom- 
en’s Trade Union League and one 
of the battlers for the exploited 
restaurant and hotel workers, what 
she supposed the “other considera- 
tions” were. Miss Schneiderman 
said it had been impossible to pin 
the gentleman down as to exactly 
what he meant. “It costs a girl 
from $3 to $4 a week for laundry, 
equipment and meals,” said Miss 
Schneiderman, “leaving her entire- 
ly dependent on tips, and these are 
very meagre.” 

One of the highlights of the 
hearing was the testimony of 
Bernard Klein, an accountant with 
experience in the hotel and restau- 
rant business, who told some be- 
hind-the-scene stories of frenzied 
finance at its frenziedest. A man 
may open a restaurant, the rent of 
which is $60,000 or more. It may 
be $100,000; he doesn’t care. He 
doesn’t worry about overcapitaliza- 
tion because he intends to sell as 
soon aS he can. He’s gambling. 
Hotels are opened, bought or sold 
without any thought as to whether 
they can ever pay. It’s all specu- 
lation, which the workers are ex- 
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pected to pay for by working at 
starvation wages. 

“Eighteen cents an hour is a low 
enough minimum, and we deplore 
the fact that we have to fight so 
bitterly for so little,” said Miss 
Schneiderman, “but if this is car- 
ried, together with the other pro- 
visions in our demand—the elim- 
ination of equipment charges and 
fines—it will represent an increase 
in weekly wages of from $3 to $4, 
which means a not inconsiderable 
gain at this time.” 

The Communists (Amalgamated 
Food Workers) were present, of 
course, and equally, of course, pre- 
sented spectacular demands, most 
of which did not come under the 
jurisdiction of the Commissioner 
at all—but then, wot the’ell, Archie 
“the show must go on!” The res- 
taurant workers present were not 
impressed with the grandiose 
schemes the Communists had for 
them. They’re willing to take an 
immediate betterment in their con- 
ditions, even a slight one, rather 
than gamble on the Communist 
“pie-in-the-sky.” 

State Industrial Commissioner 
Andrews announced that a decision 
on the minimum wage and other 
demands would not be made for 
ten days. We urge you to write 
to the Commissioner urging the 
adoption of the demands. 

* * * 


Reports are pouring in to the 


Clothing Workers from al] parts 
of the country where the organiza- 
tion is making one of the most 
spectacular drives of its existence. 
The sunny South, where many la- 
bor unions have taken severe lick- 
ings, is giving a good account of 
itself. Over a hundred workers 
walked out on strike against a 
large clothing firm in Virginia 
which ran from New York some 
years ago. The entire plant will 
be tied up by the end of the week. 
Joseph Catalanotti, co-manager of 
the New York Joint Board—there 
are no boundary lines in the ACW 
—is on the scene, together with 
J. S. Potofsky and Edith Christen- 
son and Clemmie Schuk, local or- 
ganizers who have been in the 
town for months. 

In Fall River, Mass., the Ideal 
Novelty Co. signed a union agree- 
ment after a strike of several 
weeks, and a drive is under way 
in the entire Massachusetts terri- 
tory. 

In Springfield, Mass., where an- 
other large clothing firm is located, 
the organizers pulled off a stunt 
this week which is the talk of the 
town. The benevolent employers 
gave their workers an outing, the 
tickets to which read, “The Man- 
agement Reserves the Right to 
Refuse Admittance,” which meant 
“union organizesr keep out!” The 
union organizers had to keep out, 
but since the picnic grounds faced 
a lake, “Papa” Artoni, both old 
time organizers and Socialists, and 
Joseph Salerno of Boston, hired a 
couple of row boats, equipped them 
with radio loudspeakers and rode 
slowly around and around the lake, 
speaking to the astounded and de- 
lighted workers. They’re signing 
up. 

The New York organization just 
signed an agreement with the 
manufacturers, making the 36-hr. 
week part of the official agree- 
ment, 

In the Baltimore market, where 
five thousand clothing workers are 
now out of their shops, a similar 
agreement, it is expected, will be 
signed “by the end of the week. 





Hartford Unions Approve 


Through the efforts of the Labor 
Committee of Local Hartford, So- 
cialist Party, the following organi- 
zations endorsed and adopted reso- 
lutions in favor of the Workers’ 
Rights Amendment: The Hartford 
Central Labor Union, Structural 
Building Trades Alliance, Local 
481 Painters, Decor. and Paper- 





hangers of America. 




















headquarters of the Amalgamated 





By Geo. H. Goebel 
AKE a peep at this picture, and 
smile as we tell you the story. 
The “Honorable” Governor Hoff- 
man of New Jersey is willing to be 
candidate for President on the Re- 
publican ticket. He knows who 
really decides such matters; and 
so, immediately after his inaugu- 
ration urged upon the legislature 
(“In the interest of the poor, over- 
burdened real estate owner, and 
business folks generally”) a meas- 
ure that taxes everything but love 
and kisses; even a kid with a lolly- 
pop not being safe. 
But even capitalist legislators 
these days know that Sales Tax 





nose—a soft of Capitalist United 
Front, as it were. 
And then, oh boy, did hell break 


forth—and not maybe! Why, not 
even old party folks could stand 
the smell, and from Dan to Beer- 
sheba; from Secaucus to Cape May 
Courthouse, a roar is going up. 
So in desperation the Governor, 
to save that  presidential-to-be- 
bacon, sallies forth to address 
audiences everywhere. He-ad- 


dressed an audience of select citi- | 


zens of Dover the other day, and 
a beautiful time was had by all 
until— 


It happend that in Dover is a} 


. re rh va a 
group of young people—YiPSELS 


gun IS loaded, and so they; balked | —What did these Yipsels do when 


and balked. Whereupon Republi- 
can Governor Hoffman sent a cry 
over into Hudson Macedonia to 
Democratic boss Hague for help 
The whip-+ cracks, and the bill 
was jammed through by just a 








they heard the Governor was com- 
ing? Did they sing: “We shall 
not be moved’? Did they sing, 
“That’s what you get when the 
German Socialists did not fry their 
eggs the proper way”? Did they 


| wait for some professional crew of 

front-makers to suggest to them 
| what to do; making sure the big 
| end of the purse went to the front- 
| makers? Did they? NIX! Nein! 
No Sirree! 

Look at the picture, and you 
will see what the Governor saw 
| when he came out of that Dover 
| hall—These Yipsels and these elo- 
quent banners—and behind them a 
| great mass of just ordinary  citi- 
|zens voicing their opinion in such 
| terms that the police hastily es- 
corted the Governor back into the 
hall, where he heard a few things 
jnot in his capitalist book—And as 








ja by-product that money could not 
| buy—pictures and a: big story in 
| the Dover papers—and this picture 
jin the Newark News (the “N. Y. 
; Times of New Jersey” reaching 
| into every part of thait state! 

} Congratulations to our young 
comrades! 





NO SCAB WAGES 
ON WPA PROJECTS 


(Continued from Page One) 


and disappointment for others who 


not likely to refrain from insist- 
ing on wage reductions for all 
other workers in the industry. 
And what occurs in the building 
industry will set an example in all 
other industries and a_ general 
wage-cutting campaign will be in 
full swing. All workers, union and 


will be deprived of jobs, the gov-! non-union, are vitally affected by 
ernment does not require corpora-|this government policy so that the 


tions who supply material to pro- 
vide them at lower than the cur- 
rent rates. Their incomes are to 
be guarded, not deflated, while the 
working masses are expected to 
stand by and permit government 
pressure to bear heavily down 
upon the wage standards in the 
building industry. This downward 
pressure will also extend to wage 
standards in other industries for 
all economic history shows that 
when upper wage levels are de- 
pressed the inevitable result is to 
depress lower wage incomfes all 
down the line. 

“Assume that the Roosevelt Ad- 
ministration is victorious in this 
heartless policy. How can _ the 
union workers go to the private 
contractors and demand the pre- 
vailing wages when the contractor 
answers that if the men can work 
for 50 per cent less for Uncle Sam 
they may also work for it in 
private construction? And if in 
private construction the contrac- 
tors use this argument they are 














£25 ‘= 
days 
Thurs. supper Aug. 
29 to Monday din- 
ner Sept. 2 
Minimum charge 


2 days $13.00 


. $ QO wecisy, 


De luxe cabins at 
small extra charge 
— 


Labor 


Booklet on request 


International fame. 
artists and old favorites. 


caMP TAMIMENT (| 


LABOR DAY Special Week End 


A FESTIVE WEEK-END program in the grand Tamiment manner. Cele- 

brating two events. The Labor Day holiday and the Fifteenth Anni- 
versary of the opening of Camp Tamiment. 
Extraordinary floor show and stage revue with guest 
Costume Ball and midnight revel, including 
special prizes for the closing event. 


NO ACCOMMODATIONS WITHOUT ADVANCE RESERVATIONS! 


LECTURES...The lectures at Camp Tamiment given under the auspices 
of the Rand School of Social Science are attracting more listeners than 
ever. The lecturers for the balance of the season will be: Dr. William Bohn, 
Educational Director of the Rand School, and Dr. Alter E. Fischhof of 
Columbia University. The lecture season at Camp closes the Friday before 
Much interest in the work of the Rand School of Social 


Science is shown by the listeners at the lectures. 


Day. 


} 
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Gala concert with artists of 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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TAMIMENT, Pennsylvania —_ 
NEW YORK OFFICE: 7 EAST 15th STREET—Tel.: Algonquin 4-6875 _ ||| 
PHILADELPHIA OFFICE: RITTENHOUSE 3394 


Profits devoted to the Rand School 
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unions are fighting the battle of 
the working masses in general in 
resisting it. 
Johnson a Demagog 

“General Johnson’s absurd eco- 
nomics and fallacious arguments 
are all the more objectionable in 
that he assumes that ‘the founda- 
tions of this government’ are at 
stake in this issue. If the founda- 
tions are to be lower and lower 
levels of living and extension of 
the hours of labor, then they are 
precarious foundations that should 
not be permitted. If the hours of 
labor are to be lengthened instead 
of being shortened, then govern- 
ment policy means a march back- 
ward and the surrender of fairly 
decent standards which labor won 
in decades of sacrifice and struggle. 

“When General Johnson goes on 
to say that union resistance to this 
policy means that the unions are 
‘raking Communist chestnuts out 
of the fire’ and that ‘Communist 
unions are openly leading this strike 
against the government,’ he i 
drawing a Red Herring over the 
trail and in so doing he passe 
from the stage of intelligent argu- 
Every informed person 
knows that Communism does not 
have one-one-hundredth per cent 
influence in the trade unions. If 
protests against reduction of wa- 
ges and increase of the hours of 
labor are to be branded as Com- 


munist then every such protest 
will come within this category. Ir 
making this statement General 
Johnson ventures upon a dema 


gogic course that is irresponsible 
and unworthy of a 
official. 
“General Johnson’s ultimatum 
that the workers must surrender 
by Monday simply means that the 
enormous power of the 
ment is to be used as a strike- 
breaking agency if his threat is 


carried out. The Roosevelt Admin- | 


‘Criminal Anarchy’ Charge 
Fails Against Y.P.S.L. 


Charges of “¢triminal anarchy” 
against Sidney Bykofsky, a mem- 
ber of the Young People’s Socialist 
League, were dismissed after a 
hearing before Magistrate Samuel 
Katz in Bronx Magistrate’s Court. 
Bykofsky had been arrested while 
making a street-corner speech. 

Police Sergeant James H. Cox 
and officer Joseph Burke charged 
that the young man had stated to 
a crowd of two hundred persons 
that “if we all mass together in a 


|A.F. of L. Calls Convention 
For Atlantic City, Oct. 7 





WASHINGTON, D. C.—The 

Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor 
ay} vy} suOTUN parelye payljou 
55th annual convention of the 
Federation will open in West- 
minster Hall, Chelsea Hotel, At- 
lantic City, N. J., at 10 o'clock 
Monday morning, October 7, 
and continue in session until the 
business of the convention is 
completed. 


“The importance of the conven- 
tion of the American Federation 
of Labor,” the Council said, “must 
be fully appreciated by working 
men and women throughout the 
United States and Canada. There 
are many; reasons why the 55th 
convention will command wide pub- 
lic interest and attention. 

“The report of the Executive 
Council, which will contain refer- 
ence to the activities of the A. F. 
of L. in all its organizing work, 
its legislative policies, its attitude 
toward economic and social ques- 
tions of great public interest and 
future recommendations dealfng 
with the future policies of the Fed- 
eration will be carefully considered 
and acted upon. 

“Representation in the conven- 
tion,” the call said, “will be on 
the following basis: From national 
or international unions, for less 
than 4,000 members, one delegate; 
4,000 or more, two delegates; 8,000 
or more, three delegates; 16000 or 
more, four delegates; 32000! or 
more, five delegates; 64,000 or 
more, seven delegates; 256,000 or 
more, eight delegates, and so on; 
and from central bodies and state 
federations, and from local trade 
unions not having a national or 





international union, and from fed- 
eral labor unions, one delegate. 

“Organizations to be entitled to 
representation must have obtained 
a certificate of affiliation (charter), 
at least one month prior to the 
convention; and no person will be 
recognized as a delegate who is 
not a member in good standing of 
the organization he is elected to 
represent. 

“Only bona fide wage workers, 
who are not members of, or elig- 
ible to membership in other trade 
unions are eligible as delegates 
from federal labor unions. 

“Delegates must be elected at 
least two weeks previous to the 
convention, and their names for- 
warded to the secretary of the 
F. F. of L. 

“The importance of our move- 

ment, the duty of the hour and 
for the future, demand that every 
organization entitled to represen- 
tation shall send its full quota of 
delegates to the Atlantie City con- 
vention, October 7, 1935. 
. “Under the A. F. of L. consti- 
tution, resolutions of any character 
or proposition to change any pro- 
vision of the constitution cannot 
be introduced after the second 
day’s session without unanimous 
consent. 

“Under the law no grievance can 
be considered by the convention 
which has been decided by a previ- 
ous convention, except upon the 
recommendation of the Executive 
Council, nor will any grievance be 
considered where the parties there- 
to have not themselves previously 
held conference and attempted to 
adjust the same. 

“Headquarters of the Executive 
Council will be the Ambassador 
Hotel.” 





Jobless and Unions to Dem- 
onstrate Saturday at 10 


A huge demonstration is planned 
to be held in Union Square Satur- 
day at 10 a. m. by the Workers’ 
Unemployed Union in which quite 
a number of trade unions will par- 
ticipate. Similar demonstrations 


solid army we can overthrow the 
government.” Crossexamined by 
Matthew M. Levy, attorney for the 
defendant, Sergeant Cox admitted 
that the young Socialist did not 
call for the use of “force or vio- 
lence.” 

Levy was assisted at the trial 
by Solomon B. Marcus and Aaron 
Levenstein of the Socialist Law- 
yers’ Association. 

Bykofsky testified that he had 
devoted his speech to a plea for 
the proposed constitutional amend- 
ment known as the Hillquit Work- 
ers’ Rights Amendment. In mov- 
ing to dismiss the complaint, Levy 
said: “In countries like Germany 
and Italy, where fascist dictator- 
ship prevails, Socialists believe 
that insurrectionary methods at 
the proper moment are necessary. 
Having no right to political or 
trade union organization, the work- 
ers there have no other road open 
to them. In the United States, 
however, where democratic means 
are available to the workers, the 
Socialist Party believes in using 
the ballot to accomplish social 








change.” 





will be held in 30 states at the 
same time. 

Local 3 of the Electrical Work- 
ers and the Structural Iron and 
Bronze Workers have urged their 
members to march. Thomas Mur- 
ray is also urging the members of 
the Bricklayers’ Union to partici- 
pate. 

Other unions that have decided 
to join the demonstration are the 
Dressmakers’ Joint Board and 
Cloakmakers’ Joint Board of the 
I.L.G.W.U.; Joint Board of the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers, 
Taxi Chauffeurs’ Union, Suitcase, 
Bagmaker and Portfolio Workers’ 
Union; Printing Pressmen Assist- 
ants’ Union, International Pocket- 
book Makers’ Union, Bookkeepers’, 
Stenographers’ and Accountants’ 
Union and New York Association 
of Unappointed Teachers. 

The Socialist Party and Y.P.S.L. 
of New York have voted full sup- 
port of the demonstration. 





Receive Prevailing Wage 


PITTSBURGH.—Organized work- 
ers in this area who will be hired 
on work relief projects will be 
placed on PWA contract work and 
receive the prevailing wage scales 
thus eliminating the threat of 
strikes by skilled workers, accord- 
ing to John F. Laboon, WPA re- 
gional director. 

Out of a total of 54,000 work- 
ers on relief projects, 85 per cent 
are unorganized and they will be 
paid the security wage scale of 
$35 to $93 per month. 
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govern- asa aes aod : : somectinunaiine 
| INSTRUCTIONS: This petition when filled is to be mailed at once to THE NEW LEADER, 7 East 15th St., 
All names should be written clearly in ink or indelible pencil. 


fo 


FREE ANGELO HERNDON! 


Angelo Herndon, Negro radical, faces 20 years in Georgia Chain 
Gang under savage law of 1866. 


Sign this Petition! 


Gov. EUGENE TALMADGE, Atlanta, Georgia 


WHEREAS the Georgia insurrection law of 1866, has been used to attack workers or- 
ganizing for the improvement of their conditions, and 
WHEREAS Angelo Herndon is sentenced under that law to 18 to 20 years on the chain 
gang for demanding bread for hungry people, and 

WHEREAS 18 others are indicted for similar ‘‘crimes”’, 
| THEREFORE we urge upon you action for the immediate repeal of the so-called insur- 
rection statute, the dismissal of the eighteen indictments under it now pending in the courts 


of Georgia and unconditional freedom for Angelo Herndon. 


presented to you in your capital by a delegation representing us. 


New York City. 


istration had ample warning from | 


the American Federation of Labor | 


policy was first an- 
nounced that it would have reper- 


NAME 


cussions throughout the nation in 


protests and strikes. This forecast 
has come true. 
“The Socialist Party and 


members, in full 


tney cal! n tn crisis Whicn has 


|}ecome to the working people as a 


result of an inept, shortsighted and 
deflation 


reckless policy of wage 


| WE, the undersigned, affix our names in this drive to secure 2,000,000 signatures to be 
} 


(Paste blank sheets of paper for additional names) 
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More Labor Bodies Endorse RKights Amendment ‘ 








Plea of Red International Ignores 


14 Year’s War Against Unions 





(Continued from Page One) 

A second section of the resolu- 
tion provided for the “closest pos- 
sible contact with the Third Inter- 
national.” What that meant bit- 
ter experiences of the trade unions 
for many years disclosed. 
If Amsterdam had quietly stepped 
out of the picture in accord with 
the first two sections of this reso 
lution a third section left no doubt 
of what the arrangement would 


mean. This section reads as fol- 
lows: 
“That it is imperative for 


every country to strive to unite 

the revolutionary trade union 

organizations, and for the estab- 
lishment of close and everyday 
contact between the Red Trade 

Unions and the Communist Party 

for the carrying out of the deci- 

sions of both congresses.” 

Here nothing was left to the 
imagination. The unions were to 
work in the closest cooperation 
with the Communist party and in 
accord with the decisions of the 
Communist International and its 
trade union bureau, the Red Inter- 
national! That in turn meant that 
the Bolsheviks in Moscow were to 
be the bosses of the whole works. 

In the years after 1921 Amster- 
dam received other offers 
Lozovsky reports, but they -were 
all a variation of the resolution 
adopted in 1921 and intended to 
accomplish the same result, Again 
and again Amsterdam pointed out 
the dishonesty of the offers, gen- 
erally quoting some Communist 
official document to show that it 
was dishonest and intended as a 
manouver to capture the trade 
unions or divide them into frac- 
tions and annexing the fractions 
that could be induced to leave the 
Amsterdam organization. 

The Profintern Law 

The “unity” which the Red In- 
ternational had in mind was also 
incorporated] in the constitution 
which it adopted in 1921. In that 
document it declared that the 
Amsterdam International “occu- 
pies itself with politics of the 
worst kind, with anti-proletarian, 
bourgeois politics.” Another clause 
of the constituiton declared Am- 
sterdam an international “of im- 
potence, confusion, subservience to 
the bourgeoisie.” 

Lozovsky now says that Amster- 
dam had “either rejected or ig- 
nored our proposals” twenty times, 
conveniently ignoring that the Red 
International had in its constitu- 
tion declared Amsterdam “anti- 
proletarian.” If Amsterdam was 
and is that, the Red International 
is self-convicted of desiring co- 
operation with an organization not 
fit to represent the working class. 

The central council of the Red 
International in 1923 repeated this 
point of view in a resolution de- 
claring “merciless struggle as be- 


as 


and practice” of Amsterdam. 

Naturally, the management com- 
mittee of the Internationa] Fed- 
eration of Trade Unions protested 
against “the hostile acts and at- 
tacks directed against the LF.T.U. 
and its affiliated organizations.” 
However, despite these attacks, 
negotiations were attempted for a 
joint congress between the two 
internationals throughout the year 
1924 without making any progress. 
The I.F.T.U. congress of that year 
again protested against efforts of 
the Communist International to 
“use the masses for their party 
ambitions.” Exchange of corre- 
spondence continued into 1926-27 
with Moscow continuing a policy 
of insufferable arrogance. 


Other Intriques 
In April, 1925, leaders of the 
British Trade Union Congress at- 
tempted similar negotiations after 
meeting with delegates of the Red 
International. The two organiza- 
tions set up an| Anglo-Russian 
Counci] of Trade Unions to pro- 
mote trade union unity and negoti- 
ations continued between the two 
organizations to September, 1927, 
when the British Trade Union Con- 
gress gave up, ending the career 
of the Anglo-Russian Council. 


After the breaking up of this 
Anglo-Russian Council the Com- 
munists transferred their intrigues 
to Finland and the Scandinavian 
countries and sought “reciprocity” 
agreements with the Finnish and 
Norwegian trade unions, which 
failed. In these negotiations, as 
in the dealings with the British 
for three fruitless years, the Red 
International used craft and soft 
words. When these tactics failed 
the Communists again opened their 
floodgates of abuse. 


Reporting to the Stockholm Con- 
gress of the LF.T.U. in 1930, its 
executive declared: “As all efforts 
to split the free trade union move- 
ment had failed, the Communists 
had no alternative but to continue 
their old tactics of calumny and 
insinuation, as conducted for years 
past.” 

Now there is another “strategic 
retreat” to craft and soft words 
as in the cases of the British, Fin- 
nish and Scandinavian trade unions, 
this time the whole world of union- 
ism being the aim. “Let us fight 
together,” says Lozovsky. There 
has been fourteen years of this zig- 
zag from the pillow to the bludg- 


bhae 


eon and from the bludgeon to the 





fore against the reformist theory 


pillow, but Communism has not 
changed. 

Amal. Coop.— Branch meeting Mon., 
Aug. 19. Reports of the City Central 
Committee meeting and Picnic Commit- 

Plans for the first sociable of the 
season in September. Settlement must 
be made for all Drive booklets, Assem- 
bly Hall, 80 Van Cortlandt Park So. 











Summer Resort Program History 





House ¢his season? All are 
facilities. Come and enjoy a 


regular weekly rate. 
$27: 


3B 
This Week: 


Harry Elmer Barnes 


TOSHA SEIDEL 
Eminent Violinist 
GREEN PASTURES 


with the original cast 








condensed version 


HAVE YOU HEARD 


about the new buildings and other improvements at Unity 


Labor Day and stay over for this gay holiday at the 


Proportionate Reduction for Union Members 


And Unity House climaxing a season of 
Gala Features by presenting: 
Molly Picon - Hendrik Willem Van Loon | 
Von Grona - Sigmund Spaeth 
“Black Pit” 





amazed at these excellent | 
week or two in advance of | 


| 
| 
00 | 
A WEEK | 
| 


Next Week: 


Adele T. Katz, music critic 

“BLUE MONDAY” 
Provincetown Playhouse 
Success, original cast 


HALL JOHNSON Choir | 


with original cast 





| 
| Labor Day Week Program | Labor Day | 
Aug. 24—Hall Johnson Choir 
| Aug. 25—Rose Marie Broncotto WEEKEND 
| Aug. 26—Amateur Night Finals, Hillbilly 
| contest for trophy 
| Aug. 28—“Thin Man"’—movie $] .00 | 
Aug. 29—*“Black Pit’—condensed version 7 
with original Theatre Union cast 
Aug. 30—Musical Revue—words and mu- FOR 3 FULL DAYS | 
sic by Mike Rechler $G PER DAY i 
Aug. 3 |—Gala Concert with galaxy of stars 
Sept. I—Mardi Gras, Costume Ball, Friday Supper, Aug. | 
Barbecue, Fireworks, Confetti, 30th, to Monday | 
Prizes, added Rumba Orchestra Dinner, Sept. 2nd 





Poison Picture Propaganda 





By William M. Feigenbaum 
Italian automobile racer who won a contest 
somewhere is “Il Duce’s man,” and that work- 
ingmen doing a job cleaning on statues some- 
where in Rome are being kept busy by “Il 
Duce.” Is it a mere coincidence that the Louis 
B. Mayer of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer is the re- 
actionary “grass-roots” Republican national 
committeeman for California, intimate and ad- 
mirer of Herbert Hoover and Frank Merriam? 

The constant militarist and naval prop- 
aganda in the “news” reels is an old story. 





HE movies are the main mental meat of the 
masses. Those who make the movies exer- 
cise a more powerful influence upon the minds, 
the thoughts and the ideals of America’s mil- 
lions than all America’s teachers, clergymen, 
statesmen and editors. And not the least im- 
portant factor is the “news” reel... . 
For example, there is currently being shown 
a Pathé news reel that features the controversy 
over the pending Federal tax bill. There is no 
more important measure before Amefica than 


|Hillquit Workers’ Rights 
Draft Gaining Big Support 


dall, secretary, Local 299, B. of R. 





Clerks See Labor Party 


Outcome of Amendment |©.; Alan Strachan, secretary, 
CINCINNATI.—A new political} United Automobile Workers, No. 
alignment is foreseen by “The|18313; Bert Doolittle, secretary, 


No. 512, Carpenters; Rubin Latz 
representative, Dry Cleaners, Dy- 
ers and Laundry Workers’ joint 
local, Minneapolis, and William A, 
Neizelt, secretary, No. 44, United 
Mine Workers, Glencoe, Ohio. 
According to Leo Krzycki, chair- 
man of the Labor Committee, the 
Amendment has now been endorsed 


Railway Clerk,” if labor swings 
behind the Hillquit Workers’ 
Rights Amendment. After describ- 
ing and giving reasons for the 
Amendment, H. M. Douty ,chief 
feature writer for the official or- 
gan of the Railway Clerks’ 
Brotherhood, says, “It is possible 
that out of the struggle a genuine 


constantly refer 
uated taxes as 


know what they are doing. 


The announcer informs the 


taxed. 


that tax bill, and the Hearst newspapers that 
to the proposed steeply-grad- 
the “Soak-the-thrifty” plan 


The Pathé “news” reel reports the “news” 
of the debate over that bill in this way: 
audience—who 
are, in the long run, the people of America— 
that under the provisions of the proposed Dill 
the big magnates of America would be heavily 
And merely as a matter of interesting 
information the pictures of a number of these 
magnates are given—John D. Rockefeller, Jr., 
Andrew W. Mellon, Henry and Edsel Ford 
and J. P. Morgan. And lest the point of this 
“news” be lost upon the masses the announcer 
explains that these men have given employment 
to millions of people; whereat there are shown 
scenes of men employed in oil fields and in 
automobile plants and aluminum factories. 

This vicious, partisan and wholly false prop- 
aganda is by no means an exceptional case 
edwin C. Hill, the Hearst-Metrotone newsreel 
“reporter,” makes it his business on every oc- 
casion to ballyhoo Benito Mussolini, even 
the ridiculous extent of explaining that an 


hokum. 


by the point 


OUS AND 


THE 


BOYCOTTS 
CONTINUE 
to THAT 


GUISE OF 
STRONG PROTEST TO THE MANAGER 
OF YOURLOCALTHEATRE. ORGANIZE 
AGAINST THEATRES THAT 


WILL 
MAGNATES WHERE IT HURTS. 


Hardly a “news” reel is shown that does not 
follow the conventional horse-race and bathing 
beauty contest with pictures of marching men, 
soaring bombing planes or magnificent war- 
ships plowing the waves, always sure-fire 


There is hardly a man, woman or child in 
the United States who is not exposed to this 
vicious, often lying, always bitterly reaction- 
ary propaganda, 

That is the way a whole nation is poisoned 


of view of the exploiters, the 


militarists and the enemies of the well-being 
of the masses. 

The people who resent this insolent attempt 
to poison the public mind have a remedy in 
their own hands. 

WHENEV 


ER YOU SEE SUCH VICI- 
LYING PROPAGANDA IN 
“NEWS” WRITE A 


TO SHOW SUCH POISON. 
STRIKE THE MOVIE 








(Continued from Page One) 
Panama, offered his personal check 
for the publisher’s bail, but it was 
refused by Panama Canal officials. 
The Panama police force then 
brought the required amount in 
silver coins to Balboa Jail and 
Rounsevell was bailed. 
Maintaining his right to be rep- 


resented by American counsel, 
Rounsevell stated his attorney, 
Louis Waldman, would arrive in 


Panama from New York on Aug. 
Most American lawyers in the 
Canal Zone are on the payroll of 
the government or receiving fees 
from it. 

Waldman will sail from New 
York this Saturday to the scene 
of one of his previous legal 
triumphs. In 1934 he obtained the 
acquittal in a retrial of Corporal 
Osman, alleged spy, in a military 
court at Fort Sherman, Canal 
Zone. Osman had previously been 
convicted and sentenced to 20 years 
at Leavenworth. 

“There are two issues involved 
in this case—humanization of the 
army in the Canal Zone and free- 
dom of the press,” Waldman said. 


23. 














“This is not a fight between Mr. 
Rounsevell and the army, nor be- 
tween the Panama American and 
the government. It is a fight by 


THE GENERAL 
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Open to September 15 ® 
J. HALPERN, Manager 
“Owned and operated by the I. L. 











Rates Reduced After Labor Day 


FOREST PARK 
PENNSYLVANIA 


SE, 


MORRIS S. NOVIK, Asso. Mer. 
G. W. U. on a non-profit basis” 














Posted at conspicuous points in 
Germany, the signs 


“Who buys from a Jew is a tral- 
tor to his country.” Center, this 
\sign at a German summer resort 





IN “CIVILIZED” GERMANY 





pictured | 
show Nazi sentiment toward Ger- | 
man Jewry. Top, the sign reads: | 


gichichic 7 


Te 


warns, “Jews not admitted here.”, 
Bottom, a display with illustra<, 
tions has for a top line: “The 
race issue is the key to world 
liberty,” and the lower streamer 
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States government in Latin and 
South America. 

“It is also a fight to establish 
firmly the rights of newspaper 
editors to expose the evils of a 
community or organization re- 
gardless of whom the may affect.” 


Clayton, N. M., Ousts So- 
cialist Speaker from Streets 


By Pearl Swan Powell 
New Mexico State Secretary 
(Special to The New Leader) 
CLOVIS, New Mex.—State Or- 
ganizer J. C. Thompson has just 
made a tour of the drought-stricken 
section of the state. At Clayton, 
which has no ordinance against 
street speaking, and after being 
given permission to speak by the 
city manager, provided he would 
not cause a “riot,” Thompson was 
ordered by the chief of police to 
disconteinue after he had spoken 
but a few minutes. 

Many persons voiced their indig- 
nation at this interference. They 
asked Thompson to return in a few 
weeks and they would have a new 
chief of police. 

Though this section is financially 
in bad condition it will prove fer- 
tile ground for Socialist agitation 
and we hope to take advantage of 
the opportunity. 


Verband Boat Excursion 
Saturday, August 17 


ais A 
The branches of the Jewish So- 
cialist Verband together with the 
Workmen’s Circle School will have 
their yearly excursion on the Hud- 
son to Bear Mountain Saturday, 
August 17. 
The Str. Clermont accommodates 
only 3,000 people. Advice is given 
that guests come early in order 
not to miss this pleasant and re- 
freshing trip among beautiful 
scenery and good comradeship. 














warns women: “Wives and girls, 
the Jews are ever corrupt" ,seeg 


The steamer leaves at 12:30 p. 
m. from Pier A, South Ferry. 


Army Rule in Panama 


Rounsevell and the Panama Amer- 
ican for fair and decent treatment 
of American soldiers and to main- 
tain the good name of the United 


Farmer-Labor party would arise, 
with its base in the trade unions 
and the farm organizations. The 
struggle for a fundamental consti- 
tutional revision might force a 
fundamental political realignment 
among the social groups in the na- 
tion, for beneath the constitutional 
issue would lie economic issues of 
the gravest importance.” 


Four More Central Bodies 
Endorse Workers’ Amendment 
CHICAGO.—Endorsement by the 
Central Labor Unions of Spokane 
and Everett, Washington, and Lat- 
robe, Pennsylvania, and by the 
Monongahela Valley (W. Va.) 
Trades and Labor Council of the 
Workers’ Rights Amendment, 
House Joint Res, 327, was an- 
nounced Monday by the Labor 
Committee for the Amendment. 
The committee consists of many 
prominent union leaders, such as 
Francis J. Gorman, United Textile 
Workers; Emile Rieve, Hosiery 
Workers; A. F. Whitney, Railroad 
Trainmen; Joseph Schlossberg, 
Clothing Workers; A. Philip Ran- 
dolph, Pullman Porters; James D. 
Graham, Montana Federation of 
Labor, and several dozen others. 

Other organizations which have 
endorsed the Amendment during 
the past few days include: Gem 
City Lodge, No. 299, Brotherhood 
of Railway Clerks, Dayton, 0O.; 
Carpenters No. 512, Ann Arbor; 


by two state federation conven- 
tions, Wisconsin and Montana; by 
the international convention of the 
Hosiery Workers; by over a dozen 
central bodies, and dazens of local 
unions. Copies of the Amendment 
may be secured by writing Krzycki, 
Moxley Bldg., Chicago, Ill. 
Security League Backs 
Workers' Amendment 
BROOKVILLE, Pa.—The Jecer- 
son County Committee of the Penn- 
sylvania Security League, repre- 
senting 4,000 members, has just 
endorsed the Workers’ Rights 
Amendment to the Constitution 
and started a petition campaign 
in its favor. The Brookville local, 
which endorsed the Amendment 
last week, took the initiative in 
getting the endorsement of the 
larger group. 
Youth Work on Hillquit 
Amendment Speeded Up 
The New York Y.P.S.L. has ap- 
pointed a special committee to 
spread the agitation for the Work- 
ers’ Rights Amendment. It con- 
sists of Murray Plavner, secretary 
of the New York Committee 
Against Child Labor, Nat Wein- 
berg, Al Hamilton of the Student 
L.I.D., Winston Dancis, and Aaron 
Levenstein, author of “Make Free- 
dom Constitutional,” the pamphlet 
on the Amendment which is being 
pushed by the Y.P.S.L. with the co- 
operation of the party. 





Baltimore Teachers’ Union, No. 
340; and the Ministers’ Union, No. 
1, New York City. 

Individual endorsements were 
received lately from Florence Cur- 
tis Hanson, secretary-treasurer of 
the American Federation of Teach- 
ers; Chas. Kreindler, vice-presi- 


Jugoslav Groups Boost 
H.J. Res. 327 

CLEVELAND.—The Yugoslav 
section of the Ohio Association for 
Unemployment Insurante, a feder- 
ation of the working class groups 
among that nationality in Ohio, 
has endorsed the Workers’ Rights 





dent, I.L.G.W.U.; F. M. Kirken- 


Amendment. 











BASEBALL 





Championship Playoffs 


for 


Amateur Baseball Championship of New York 


161st Street and River Ave., Bronx 


at 
| Yankee Stadium 
; 


| Saturday, August 17, 1935 


at 3:15 


I. L. G. W. 


P. M. 


U., Local 10 


FRANKLIN SIMON © 


(Champs Dept. 


Store League) %, 


PRELIMINARY GAME AT 1:30 P. M. 


X 


General Admission 35¢ — Reserved 75¢ § 
Plus Tax 


; Get Tickets at Rand Book Shop, Locals of LL.G.W.U. 
or 3 West 16th Street. 








Important Articles 1, ceaders 


the American Labor and Socialist Movement 


in QUR LABOR DAY ISSUE * 


THE NEW LEADER-—7 East 15th Street, N. Y. C. 


ull of first-rate propaganda.—Order your bundle 


NOW!! In bundles over io cent a copy. 
















































































Leader Series: The 













Theatre Speaks 


‘AT is the social force of the 
’ theatre? How should it, how 
can it, be applied? Is it as prop- 
/aganda, urging the adoption of a 
"definite attitude, the movement to 
x a specific act? Is it as the estab- 
E nt of a general mood, a wider 

sympathy, a keener sensitivity to 

the feelings of others, so that one 

.furns with a fuller understanding 


and emotional grasp of situations 
amd persons, one becomes more 









future course, The New Leader 
has asked the various “groups” in 
the theatre, as well as outstanding 
experts and authorities in their 
various fields, what they think lies 
ahead. First the hopes of the ama- 
teur theatre, of colleage and com- 
munity players, will be expressed 
in an article by Glenn Hughes, Di- 
rector of the Division of Drama of 
the University of Washington, who 
first analyzes the general scene and 
then tells of his success in Seattle, 
where the college boys’ plaything, 
the Dramatic Society, has been 
transformed into an active and 
forceful element in the life of the 


giware of life’s forces and more tol- 






















-sweep along. Or is it through the 
‘accordant appeal of art that the 
theatre should bind its audience, 
® unit because singly moved- by the 
beauty and power of the drama dis- 
+ played, bound because spellbound? 
- What is the social force of the 
theatre? 
As many. answers may come as 
-there are persons asked—and sure- 
oly organizations. In endeavoring 
to arrange these points of view,so 
- @s to present a general conspectus 
of the journey the theatre (and 
motion pictures) today must take, 
if it is to have any valid part to 
play in shaping the country’s 


_erant of the persons these forces | city. 


professional theatre, and the res- 
toration of the drama off Broad- 
way, will be discussed by Katha- 
rine Cornell. 
other authorities will present the 
point of view 
interest and experience, in a wide 
survey of the potentialities of the 
theatre (and motion pictures) as 
a social force. We repeat that The 


series, commenting upon the artic- 


After the community theatre, the 


Arthur Hopkins and 


of their professional 





Sunny song and Jance highlight the glori- 
ous romance in SHIRLEY. TEMPLE’S 


new Fox Film production, “Curly T. 


1PC study groups meet in the public 


FERA EDUCATING 
40,000 WORKERS 


(Continued from Page One) 
and other adults. Workers’ educa- 
tion is only a part of the program 
of general adult education carried 
on by the F.E.R.A. in cooperation 
with the United States Office of 
Education. Workers’ education of- 
fices have been established in 19 
States, where supervisors of work- 
ers’ education have been appointed 
by the State departments of edu- 
cation. Qualified teachers on relief 
rolls are hired by the State super- 
visors to conduct workers’ study 
groups organized within the State. 
Classes are formed in response to 
requests received from trade 
unions, industrial groups, and com- 
munity associations. 

In the larger cities, workers’ 


schools, union headquarters, and 





New Leader will welcome letters 
from readers, at any stage of the 


four 


Adele T. Katz Gives Lecture 
Recitals at Unity House 


“Music and Society,” a series of 
illustrated at the 
piano, will be given by Adele T. 


lectures 


les, or adding a personal opinion 


or experience. 
Joseph T. Shipley. 



































The "Cinema de Paris" (Form- 

‘erly the Fifth Ave. Playhouse) 

With “Prenez Garde a la Pein- 
ture" 

On Friday, August 16, the 
“Cinema de Paris” (formerly the 
..Fifth Avenue Playhouse) re-open- 
ed with the American premiere 
showing of “Prenez Garde a la 
Peinture” (Look Out for the 
Paint”), a gay comedy of pro- 
vincial life in France based on the 
theory by Rene Fauchois. 

Included in the cast are Aquis- 
tapace, Paul Olivier, character ac- 
tor who has appeared in many of 
Rene Clair’s films, and Simone Si- 
mon, who has just obtained a Hol- 
lywood contract and will star for 
MGM . 

Among the pictures scheduled 
for showing are the new Rene Clair 
film “Le Dernier Milliardaire” and 
“Maria Chapdelaine,” the film that 
‘won the Grand Prix of France. 





MUSIC 





LAST 3 NIGHTS 


ADIUM CONCERTS 


PHILHARMONIC-SYMPHONY 
SUNDAY NIGHT at 8:30—HAROLD 


BAUER Piano 


Soloist 
Monday Night at 8:30 
SYMPHONIC PROGRAM 
Conducted by SMALLENS 


Tuesday Night at 8:30 


MAX ROSE Soloist 


violin 
VAN HOOGSTRATEN, Conductor 


Lewisohn Stadium, Amst. Av. & 138th St. 
PRICES: 25c-50c-$1.00—AUdubon 3-3434 


MU SI HALL 
W@ Katharine HEPBURN 


‘ALICE ADAMS’ 
FRED STONE 
FRED MacMURRAY 























And THE NE =W MARCH 
OF TIME 


ON THE STAGE: “RE- 
PRISE,” a parade of 
divertisements in seven 
scenes, produced 
by Leonidoff. — 
Symphony Or- 
chestra direction 
of Maurice Baron 








INCOMPARABLE! 





"Curley a at RKO Palace 


Shirley 
‘Curly 


day. 


action. 


Topping the supporting cast of 
which was directed 


“Curly Top,” 
are John 


by Irving Cummings, 


Top,” had a 


Temple’s new picture, 
“pre-release” 
showing at the RKO Palace Thurs- 
The picture takes: full ad- 
vantage of the tiny star’s extra- 
ordinary singing and dancing tal- 
ent. Five new songs, all with music 
by Ray Henderson, and several fas- 
cinating Jack Donohue dance rou- 
tines are included in the picture’s 


Boles and Rochelle Hudson. 





"Green Pastures" 


at Unity 


Week-End Program 


“The Green Pastures,” the be- 
autiful allegorial play that has won 
the affectionate admiration of mil- 
lions of people, will be given at 
Unity House, the summer camp of 
the International Ladies’ 


Workers’ 
Mountains 


Union 


Garment 
in the Pocono 
of Pennsylvania over 
the coming week end. 

The original cast of talented 
Negro players will give the play, 
that ran for over five years with- 
out a break in every part of the 


Katz at Unity House, beginning 
August 19. Miss Katz, who is a 
member of the staff of the Rand 
School and of the Institute for Ad- 
vanced Education, will present a 
survey of important periods in 
musical history in their relation 
to events which produced them. 

Beginning with “Music and the 
Church,” as her first lecture on 
Monday, Miss Katz will discuss the 
rise of music in religious services, 
from the time of the first Temple 
to the Reformation. The lecture 
will be illustrated by selections 
from old Hebrew melodies, the 
Gregorian chant, a _ Palestrina 
mass, a Bach Chorale and one of 
Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos. 

“Music of the People” will con- 
stitute the subject of the followinz 
lecture on August 20. Illustrations 
will be given from troubadour 
songs and folk-songs of the Mid- 
dle Ages, songs of the Minnesing- 
ers and German and Italian mad- 
rigals. 

Subsequent lectures on succeed- 
ing nights will deal with “Music 
and the Spirit of Revolution,” as 
evidenced by Beethoven’s Fifth 
Symphony, and “Music and the 
Machine,” illustrated by “Petrouch- 
ka,” by Stravinsky. 

This is the first appearance of 
Miss Katz on Unity House pro- 
grams. She will be assisted by 
Frieda Luther. 





Albée Beauty Contest to be 


community centers. In many rural 
communities classes are held in 
farmhouses and private homes. 
From a teacher in Arkansas comes 
this description of such a rural 
group: “I met my first class last 
evening. I drove 10 miles over a 
lonely. country road, through a 
dreary rain, to a poor 3-room 
farmhouse, There in the living 
room I founda double half-circle 
of chairs placed before a crackling 
fire in the fireplace. A kerosene 
lamp on. the mantle lighted the 
bare room. By 7 p. m. the chairs 
were filled with work-hardened 
men. Soon we were deep in a dis- 
cussion of the Bankhead Act.” 

Attendance is largest and discus- 
cussions are liveliest in classes in 
economics and economic history, 
government, legislation, history of 
the labor movement, parliamentary 
law, and specific industrial prob- 
lems. Classes in English are con- 
stantly requested by workers who 
realize the importance of develop- 
ing their power of written and 
oral expression. Classes in paint- 
ing, modeling, writing, music, and 
drama also serve to increase the 
effectiveness of the workers’ self- 
expression. 

The “workshop” method of edu- 
cating adults is also used exten- 
sively in workers’ classes. Graphic 
charts of economic conditions, maps 
of State legislation, and miniature 
models of machinery made by the 
worker himself bring to life dry 
statistics and colorless words. Dra- 
matic skits which interpret current 
conditions, such as the effect of 
the drought on a midwestern farm 
family, have proven popular as a 


country. 

Other attractions over the week- 
end val be a violin recital by To- 
scha Seidel, talented musician, the 
Hall Johnson choir of Negro sing- 
ers, and a condensed version of 
“Black Pit,” with the original 
Theatre Union cast. 
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SHIRLEY 
TEMPLE 


Sings "Animal Crackers 
In My Soup" and "When 
I Grow Up” ...in 


‘Curly Top’ 
JOHN BOLES 
ROCHELLE HUDSON 


ALBEE ‘suns 




















JOSEPH M. SCHENCK presents 


CLARK 


GABLE 
CALL of the WILD 


with 
LORETTA YOUNG 
JACK OKIE 


20th Century Picture 
A DARRYL ZANUCK production 





Doors Open 9:30 A.M.—Midnite Shows 
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TEMPLE 


Sings "Animal Crackers 
In My Soup” and "When 
1 Grow Up" ...in 


‘Curly Top’ 


with 
JOHN BOLES 
ROCHELLE HUDSON 




















theatre. 


prize; 


SHIRLEY ||j 


in Fox Film’s “ 


Staged Annually 


The success of the Albee Beauty 
Pageant, just concluded, prompts 
RKO to announce that the contest 
for Miss RKO Brooklyn will be 
made an annual affair at that 
The winners on Monday 
evening were Dorothy Jordon, bru- 
nette, of 352 Parkside Ave., 
red head, of 


Marie Davis, 


454 6th St., second place, and Ruth 
Starrett, blonde, of 1915 Ave. V, 
third award, 


first 


means of translating the worker’s 
experience into vivid form. Drama 
classes write their own plays and 
present them at union meetings, 
public gatherings, and over the 
radio. 

Teachers must be either on relief 
or eligible for relief in order to 
get a job wnder the workers’ edu- 
cational program of the F.E.R.A. 
In March 1935, the 552 teachers 
and supervisors of workers’ classes 
were paid a total of approximately 

















Gingham dressessand ‘bonnets-accen: 
tuate Janet Gaynor’s piquant charms 
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BRIGHT 
LIGHTS 


A First National Pictare with 


ANN DVORAK + WM. GARGAN 
PATRICIA ELLIS Scores of Others 


Warner Bros. Melody ete 
Full of Girls-Gags-and Stars! @ 








The Farmer Takes a 
Wife,” the glamorous; action filled 


romance of American life in the 1850's. 





$27,300 in wages and salaries. In- 
dividual earnings of teacher’s va- 
ried greatly, depending upon the 
State in which the work was car- 
ried on. Salaries of teachers and 
advisers constitute 99 per cent of 
the money spent by the F.E.R.A. 
on workers’ education. The balance 
is spent on materials and rent. 


Socialist School Opens Sat- 
urday at Pipersville, Pa. 


ITTSBURGH.—Under thedirec- 

tion of Prof. George W. Hart- 
mann of Pennsylvania State Col- 
lege, Socialist candidate for Judge 
of the Supreme Court of Penn- 
sylvania, the third session of the 
Pennsylvania Socialist Summer 
School will open Saturday evening, 
August 17. The school is held at 
Camp Hoffnung, Pipersville, Bucks 
County. 

The first class will be held 
Saturday evening with August 
Claessens, who will teach public 
speaking. Those who desire to at- 
tend but have thus far failed to 
register, may do so al] day Satur- 
day at the Camp office. 

There will be courses and lec- 
tures on Socialist Fundamentals, 
Labor Problems, Labor and So- 
cialist History, and Problems of 
Party Organization. Instructors 
and lecturers include Algernon Lee 
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‘ { Stage: BILLY KEATON, Others 


Master of a House of Horror! 
Monster of a Room of Doom! 
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of the Rand School of Social 
Science, Joseph Shaplen of New 
York, Darlington Hoopes, Sccialist 
member of the Pennsylvania Legis- 
lature, August Claessens, Labor 
| Secretary of the Socialist Party in 
James Oneal, 
| editor of The New Leader and 
labor historian, and Sarah Lim- 
bach, state secretary of Pennsy]l- 
vania. 

James Oneal will speak Sunday 














Read 
THE 


| LAND of the FREE-- 
|] SOCIALIST AMERICA 


See what would happen to 
railroad workers, stenos, 
farmers, storekeepers, 
teachers, college grads, 
under Socialism. 
Ten cents, coin or stamps. 


SOCIALIST PARTY OF U.S.A. 
549 RANDOLPH ST., CHICAGO, ILL. 





BAY STATE LABOR 


(Continued from Page One) 


was accorded the floor on the Ger- 
man boycott, and his attack was 
warmly applauded. 

The convention decided to back 
the Tom Mooney Molders’ defense 
fight for freeing Tom Mooney and 
also instructed its council to give 
financial aid. Letters appealing for 
support will be sent to all affiliated 
bedies. 

The Hillquit Workers’ Rights 
Amendment was considered a mat- 
ter of national concern and was 
referred to the coming national 
convention of the A. F. of L. 

A feature of the convention 
which struck the eye of the old 
timers particularly was a group of 
young delegates who showed every 
signs of being alert, capable and 
efficient. 

Credit for the success of the So- 
cialists at the convention belongs 
to Max Hamlin, member of the 
party’s state labor committee, vet- 
eran of the Jewish Socialist Ver- 
band and the Jewish Trade Union 
movement of Boston. Hamlin’s 
years of training in the labor 
movement and acquaintances with 
union men went a long way in 
helping the less experienced dele- 
gates. 

Among Socialists attending the 
convention were Sylvester McBride 
of the Boston Typographical union 
and member of the party’s state 
committee; Michael Flaherty, treas- 
urer of the Painters’ union of Bos- 
ton; John D. Connors, vice-presi- 
dent of the New Bedford C.L.U.; 
Prof. Harold Faulkner of the 
Teachers’ union, 33 Leslie Rich- 
ards of the I.L.G.W 

There were 16 ao members as 
delegates. The full strength of the 
Socialists was 50 out of a total 
of 200 votes. > 


JEWELRY WORKERS WIN 


(Continued from Page One) 


arbitration. Arbitration Board or 
impartial chairman to have power 
to restore lost earnings to any 
worker found unjustly discharged 
and ordered reinstated. 

7. Wages remain same as in the 
previous contract. Minimum wages 
from 85c to $1.50 per hour. 

8. Agreement binding upon em- 
ployer for term of contract, should 
he resign from the association. 

9. Term of contract from Au- 
gust 14th, 1935, to February Ist, 
1938, with provision that agree- 
ment be reopened within thirty 
days prior to February Ist, 1937, 
for readjustment of wage scales 
and other working conditions. 

This is regarded by the Interna- 
tional as a great victory and an 
improvement over the agreement 
that was already in force.’ Only 
one association of the three that 
control the trade in New York City 
is still holding out for the open 
shop. It is understood that an 
assessment will be voted upon all 
returning to work—which means 
85% of the trade—to force these 
firms to sign the agreement. In 
consideration of the fact that the 
firms that are signed up with the 
union are bound not to do any 
work for firms on strike, and the 
steady picketing that will continue 
in their shops, the union is confi- 
dent of bringing the remaining 
15% of the trade into line with 
the present agreement, which runs 
until 1938, with the provisions 
hereinabove noted. 








How Communists Help 
Socialism in 4th A. D. 


For several years Communists 
have tried to disrupt meetings in 
the 4th A. D., Manhattan, disturb- 
ing inexperienced members who 
have tried to speak. As the ma- 
jority of the branch members are 
unemployed or have small earn- 
ings as members of A. F. of L. 
unions, the Communists have only 
helped to increase interest in the 
Socialist Party and provoked an- 
tagonism to everything savoring of 
Communism. 

Whenever agents of a Commu- 
nist organization or an “innocents 
club” approach members with some 
kind of a united front the response 
is a unanimous rejection of such 
offers. Drawing upon the experi- 
ence of older party members, Henry 
Jager’s object lessons in the pres- 
ent campaign have been of big 
service to the branch. Jager’s 
method of handling the Commu- 
nists when they turn up has been 
to increase the size of audiences, 
to create sentiment favorable to 
the Socialist Party, and to get 
applications for party membership. 





afternoon at Local Philadeglphia’s 
“Socialist Day” at the camp. Sun- 
day evening and Monday morning 
he will lecture on the History of 
the Labor Movement and the So- 
cialist Movement in the United 
States. 


THEATRE 
PARTIES 


Party Branches and sympa- 
thetic organizations are re- 
quested when planning theatre 
parties to do so through the 
Theatrical Department of THB 
NEW LEADER. Phone Algon- 
quin 4-4622 or write to Ber- 
nard Feinman, Manager, New 
Leader Theatrical Department, 
7 East 15th Street, New York. 








Theatre as a Social Force 


35-HOUR WEEK WON 
BY MILLINERY UNION 


(Continued from Page One) 
union officials, in a fight on nu- 
merous fronts. 

Manufacturers in each city were 
hoping that the manufacturers in 
the others would take the lead in 
a show-down with the union. In 
each city, however, the member- 
ship, at a series of mass meetings 
addressed by President Zaritsky, 
solidified their forces and prepared 
themselves for any emergeney that 
might be created should the man- 
ufacturers attempt to reduce labor 
standards in the new agreements. 

Milwaukee, where some of the 
largest millinery plants are locat- 
ed, was the first to yield. Phila- 
delphia came second, and Chicago, 
the second largest market in the 
nation, followed suit. St. Louis, 
where a minority of the manufac- 
turers appeared determined to 
force a fight, yielded when the 
ranks of the manufacturers in 
these other cities gave way. 

The settlement of all differences 
in these markets without a strike 
has left the union free to concen 
trate its energies on the few re 
maining markets where no col 
lective relations between the unio 
and the employers exist at thi 
time. These include Los Angele 
and San Francisco, on the Pacifi 
Coast, Dallas, Birmingham, an 
Atlanta in the South, Boston, De 
troit and Buffalo. Altogether, the 
have less than 15 per cent of th 
total number employed in the in 
dustry, but the intolerable condi 
tions under which the workers ar 
employed in them, and the effec 
these small markets have in com 
peting with the others, require tha 
they be unionized as soon as pos 
sible. 

In Atlanta a fight is now bein; 
waged by the union, and in bot} 
Los Angeles and San Francisco : 
show-down is expected soon. h 
Boston a recent strike has con 
vinced some of the manufacturer 
that the time is approaching whe: 
an agreement with the union can 
not be avoided. In the others, or 
ganizers are now engaged in lining 
up the workers behind the union 





New York City 
MANHATTAN 


17-18-20 A. D.—If the well-laid plan 
drawn of the joint campaign committe: 
of the 17th and 18th A.D. mean any 


thing, Harlem will be heard from in the 
coming election. Charles Youngstein i: 
campaign manager and is candidate fo 
Assembly in the 18th. The aldermani 
candidate is I. Minkoff, while M. Gat 
will be the candidate for the same of 
fice in the 17th, with Ben Blumenber; 
for Assembly. A call will be sent ou 
for workers to assist in the holding o 
open air meetings, canvassing voters anc 
literature distribution. Contribution 
should be sent to M. Gaft, 143 E. 103 St 
KINGS 


District Council No. 1.—All candidate 
for office, campaign managers, chairme: 
of the campaign committees and organ 
izers are to meet with the district coun 


cil to work out plans for cooperatior 
and mutual assistance in the comin; 
campaign. Meeting Monday, Aug. 19, a 
8:30 p.m, at the Brownsville Labor Ly 
ceum, 219 Sackman St. 


Bensonhurst Jewish Branch.—Open ai: 
meeting Friday, Aug. 16, Bay Parkway 
and 68th St. Henry Jager. 


Features of the Week on 
(1300 Ke.) WEVD (281 M) 


Sun.—11 a.m., 








Forward Hour, music 


and sketches; 12:45 p.m., Jewish Art 
Quartet; 10, Symposium. 
Mon.—8:10 a.m., The Melody Clock 


popular music; 8:25, City Consumer: 
Guide. 

Tues.—8 p.m., Dolores Hanford, so 
prano; 8:30, Charlotte Tonhazy, violin; 
8:45, Talk, University of the Air; 10 
New Leader News Review; 10:15, Inter 
national Parade, music; 10:45, Show 
Tunes. 

Wed.—8:15 p.m., City Affairs Commit 
tee; 8:30, Don Avlon’s Orchestra; 10 
Radio Drama Group, L.LD.; 10:15, Uni- 
versity of the Air, talk; 10:45, “Charity 
Musical Clock.’ 

Thurs.—8 p.m., Marilyn Mayer, songs; 
8:15, University of the Air; 8:30, Ama 
teur, Variety Show; 10, Edith Friedman. 
piano; 10:15, Newspaper Guild of the 


Air. 

Fri.—8 p.m., WEVD String Quartet; 
8:15, University of the Air, talk; 8:30, 
Amateur Variety Show; 10: 15, Talk, 


“Church in Action for Peace. 

Sat.—10 a.m., Voice of Local 89, Italian 
Variety Show; 6 p.m., “Jewish Events of 
the Week”; 6:30, “Annie and Benny”; 
8, Metropolitan String Ensemble; 8:30, 
“Jolly Rendezvous”; 10, Opera. 








I, SCHNEIWEIS M. LIEBOWITZ 


“VILLA ROMA” 


First Class Strictly Kosher Hotel 
SPRING VALLEY NEW YORK 
Telephone 941 P. O. Box 457 
One hour out by auto, also reached by 
buses leaving the Hotel Astor every hour 











Patronize our Comrade 


Fred Spitz, Inc. 
Florist 
74 SECOND AVENUE 


NEW YORK CITY 
Telephene Dry Dock 4-0355, 48880 
Not connected with any other 
store in New York or Brooklyn 





PARTY NOTES 


a’ am 
Illinois 

Jacksonville.—The State Executive Com- 
mittee held an importart session here 
Aug. 10. The committee voted to launch 
an intensive drive for the building of 
the Socialist press. An organization cam- 
paign is to be launched iin the early fall, 
probably beginning with a rally in Rock- 
ford in September, and in order to fi- 
nance work of the party, a sustaining 
fund was set up to which each branch 
in the state will be asked to contribute 
a minimum of $1 a month. 

Additions were made to the Labor 
Committee, Nate Egnor of Decatur 
1.L.G.W.U. organizer, being designated 
chairman, and Arthur McDowell, mem- 
ber of the Chicago Federation of Labor 
from the Teachers’ Union, secretary. 
An organized state- wide drive among 
labor unions and other friendly organi- 
zations is to be launched on behalf of 
the Workers’ Rights Amendment to the 
Constitution. 

The next meeting will be held in late 
September or early October. A special 
sub-committee made up of Chicago 
members was put in charge of protect- 
ing Socialist Party interests in connec- 
tion with the move of Chicago unions to 
form a Labor Party. 

Connecticut 

Bridgeport Picnic.—The annual August 
picnic of the Bridgeport Socialist Party 
will be held all day Sunday, Aug. 25, 
it Columbus Park, North Park Ave., 
Bridgeport. This is the second of the 
two picnics sponsored annually by Local 





Bridgeport, and usually attracts visitors 

from all over the state and from neigh- 
boring states. A splendid program of 

»musements, contests, prizes, and danc- 
g has been arranged. Refreshments 
ill be available at the usual reasonable 
‘ices. The admission charge of ten 
nts pays also for a chance for a valu- 
yle gate prize. 


"(C. H. TAYLOR PLANS 
TOUR OF TEXAS 


SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—Clarence 
{. Taylor of Baltimore, veteran 
Socialist propagandist, is arrang- 
ng a series of .speaking dates 
hrough the southern tier of states, 
nd will soon reach Texas. Locals 
hat want Taylor dates are re- 
uested to apply to the state of- 





ice, 1032 South Alamo St., San 
\ntonio. 
A number of Texas Socialists 


re expected to attend the New 
Iexico encampment at Estancia, 
Yew Mexico, August 29, 30 and 31. 
[he sessions will be held in the 
tity Park, and in addition to 
yropaganda talks there will be an 
Yd Time Fiddlers’ Contest. 

Local Houston held a fine picnic 
Tuly 21st, and the Comrades are 
meouraged by the fine turn-out 
ind the funds raised there for 
yarty work. 





BRONX 


Lower 6th A.D.—Branch meeting Tues., 

\ug. 20. A. Hershkowitz, ae a for 
\ssembly, will speak on “ Trade Union- 
sm in the U.S. after NRA.” Discussion 
nd_ questions, At headquarters, 1638 
». 172nd St. 











Phone, DRydock 4-8100 


DR. J. LUNENFELD 


Surgeon Dentist 


80 DELANCEY STREET 
Bet. Allen and Orchard Sts. 
New York 
a 


Office Hours: 
Daily 9 A.M. to 9 P.M. 
Friday 9 A.M. to 9 P.M. 
Sunday 9 A.M. to 7 P.M. 














RESTAURANTS 











| We are serving a 50¢ Tabled’ Hote 
LUNCHEON, 11:15 to 2:30 


BLUE PLATE with Bread» Butter 
and Coffee for 35¢—DINNER, 50¢ 


AUNT CLEMMY’S 


40 East 9th Street, near Broadway 
Tel.: STuyvesant 9-1338 


Quiet and Inviting Surroundings 














GIUST'S SPAGHETTI INN 


4 & 5 Course LUNCHEON 40 & 50c 
6 Course CHICKEN DINNER 60c 
Served all day 
Spaghetti - Dessert - Coffee 35¢ 
A la Carte All Day 

WINES and BEER SERVED 

49 WEST 16th STREET 
WAtkins 9-9177 New York City 





HALLS and LYCEUMS 








BROOKLYN 
LABOR LYCEUM 
949 Willoughby Ave. Brooklyn 
Large and small hall suitable for all 
occasions and mectings at reasonable 


centa 
STAGG 2-384 








243-247 EAST 84th ST 
Labor Temple** "New yors 


Workmen’s Educational Association 
Free Library open from 1 to 19 .p m 
Halls for Meetings. Entertainments 





and Balls Tel REgent 410038 
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fH Hours: 


+ PAUL LUTTINGER, M.D. DANIEL LUTTINGER, M.D. 


5 Washington Square North 
1-2 and 6-8 P. M. Except Sundays and Holidays { 
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MME. ROSE, Inc. 


Exclusive Beauty Salons 
ELECTROLYSIS $1.00 per Treatment 
PERMANENT WAVING—ALL METHODS 


Largest and most exclusive in Bensonhurst 
Expert always at your service 


6704 BAY P’WAY 
BEnsonhurst 6-10064, 9625 


2249 65th STREET 
BEachview 2-9346 
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(The following article sent by 
Comrade Abramowitsch from Paris 
throws an illuminating light on the 
united front in France and the 
crisis in the French Socialist Party 
arising therefrom.. The article 
raises questions of vital importance 
to Socialists everywhere and the 
integrity of the Socialist ideal.) 


THE Socialist Party of France 
finds itself today in a condi- 
tion of extreme bewilderment 
and confusion. This is due, first, 
to the general political situation, 
closely bound with the interna- 
tional situation in Europe, and 
second, to the fact that the So- 
cialist Party is now engaged in 
a united front with the Com- 
munists. 
The international situation in 
Europe has led to a coalition of 
governments, headed by France 
and Russia, against Hitler Ger- 
many and other countries within 
Germany’s orbit (Hungary and 
certain Baltic and Balkan states). 
Preparations are under way for a 
new war, or, to be precise, the 
possibility of a new war. The 
brutalities of Hitlerism from day 
to day are breaking down the 
psychological resistance against all 
militarism which only recently had 
been the guiding force of all So- 
cialist parties in Europe. This is 
true of all countries which feel 
that Hitler’s imperialism is, or 
may be directed against them. 
It would be erroneous and, at 
any rate, premature to assume 
that war is inevitable in Europe 
and that there are no means of 
averting it. On the contrary: there 
is hope that all the forces of 
European Socialism will be di- 
rected successfully toward develop- 
ing new methods of averting the 
war danger. But the countries of 
which we speak continue be 
troubled by fear of what may hap- 
pen if Hitler is not held in check, 
and if war does after all come. 
Socialists and Communists 
The catastrophe in Germany was 
the result in large measure of the 
policy pursued by the German 
Communists (I will not speak here 
of other causes or the mistakes of 
the German Socialists). The stu- 
pidity and irresponsibility of Com- 
munist policy in Germany con- 
sisted in the fact that instead of 
fighting Hitler the Communists 
fought the German Social Demo- 
crats. Instead of uniting all the 
forces of the working class anc 
creating a united front of all 


to 


, August 17, 1935 


The Crisis in the French Soci 


Handcuffed By the United Front With the Communists the Party Faces 
Political Suicide--An Analysis of the Bewilderment and Confusion in the 
Ranks of French Socialism For Not Exposing Communist Bankruptcy 


Russia. 


Subdued, well-behaved, 


French Communists 
Stalin’s orders! 


proposal. Why not 





Jean Longuet | 
French Socialist Leader 


if the Communists are now acting 
like Social Democrats—and like 
right wing Social Democrats, to 
boot ? 

The difficulty was, and still is. 
that the Communists, who are 
particularly strong in Paris, tool 
the management of the united 
front into their own hands. It wa 
they who assumed the initiative. 
It was they who jumped to ths 
forefront, unburdened by principl 
or consideration of principle, for 
Communism is concerned not with 
principle but with power. 


Formal Unity of Action 
The result of all this has been 
the united front in France, which 
has been in force for more than a 
year. To put it more precisely: 
there are now two working class 
parties in France, with the broad 
masses, and even the working 
masses, unable to detect the dif- 
ference between thene The two 
parties act together. They arrange 
joint demonstrations. They march 
together at the polls. They even 
vote together in parliament and, 
publicly at least, they engage in 
no acrimonious controversies. The 


and rouse their hostility to Soviet 


demo- 
cratic and quite reformist have the 
become on 


This being so, the French So- 
cialists found it difficult not to ac- 
cept the Communist united front 
accept the 


Communist proposal, they argued, 
SN eee 





available forces, including 
tent to which the latter 
existed, for combatting 
the German Communists 


elements of the country. Nay]. f : ; 

more: on many occasions they differences in their platforms, that 
untied diccctly with the Hitlerites they belong to different interna- 
in savage struggle against the| ‘nals. But so far as purposes of 


“social fascists,” as they liked to 


term the Social Democrats. 


Quite different became the tac 
French Communists 
Febru- 
ary 6, 1934 (the day of the big 
fascist riots in Paris), that a reac- 
was 
On 
February 6, the Communists still 


tics of the 


when it developed, after 


movement 
in France. 


tionary - fascist 
under way also 


operated on the German model 


they sent their followers into the 


streets to demonstrate together th ited front f 
with the fascists against the dem- Y ee sree cone a eens 
ocratic government and against alllance into a permanent union, 


the Socialists. 
was a change. 
ing 


the German Communists, 


their course. 
Communists Retreat 
They ceased their stupid 
about “social-fascism.” 


branded as “social-fascists” 


of the Socialists! 


olutionary in character, 
this had been their demand 
hundreds of previous 
defense—in France—of bourgeois 
democracy (democratic 
support of any democratic govern- 
ment, even though it be bourgeois, 
engaged in fighting fascism; sec- 
ond, and this was the most im- 
portant feature of the Communist 
program, energetic support of the 
proposal for a political, diplomatic 


and military alliance between 
France and Russia. 

Because of the fact that the 
capitalist-democratic parties are 


still the dominant political force in 
France, the Communists have, for 
the time being, abandoned every- 
thing that might displease or an- 
noy the ruling capitalist parties 


the 
democratic bourgeoisie, to the ex- 
stil 
fascism, 
devoted 
all their energies to splitting the 
working class and thus they made 
impossible any unification of the 
working masses themselves and of 
the workers with the democratic 


But suddenly there 
Instead of continu- 
to follow in the footsteps of 
Stalin’s 
disciples in France (acting on di- 
rect orders from Stalin) changed 


talk 
They came 
to those whom heretofore they had 
with a 
proposal for a united front, with- 
out making any conditions, declar- 
ing, on the contrary that they were 
ready to accept all the conditions 
Nor did they de- 
mand that the united front be rev- 
although 
on 
occasions. 
Their practical program was, first, 


liberties), 


difference between the two parties, 
so far as practical politics is con- 
]} cerned, seems to have disappeared, 
and the public cannot understand 
why the one is called Communist 
and the other Socialist. 

To be sure, the public perceives 
that there are some theoretical] dif- 
ferences between the two, that the 
two parties differ in their welt- 
anschauung, that there used to be 


propaganda among the masses are 
concerned, the important element 
is not in theoretical and historical 
differences but in the practicai 
acts performed by the two parties 
from day to day. And the practical 
action of both parties has been the 
same for nearly a year. 

This would seem to indicate that 
there is no longer any need for the 
existence of two parties, and that, 
logically speaking, there is now 
but one thing to do: to transform 


i. e. to unite into one party, that is, 
“organic unity.” 

Such is the situation as it 
pears to French public 
from the outside. 


Were There Losses? 
Some comrades perceive a danger 
far the future of the So- 
cialist Party is concerned in the 
losses which the party is supposed 
to have suffered in the last com- 
munal elections. This is erroneous, 
because in reality the Socialist 
Party suffered no losses. In Paris 
and vicinity the Communists 
elected many more deputies to the 
communal councils and local ad- 
ministrations than the Socialists. 
But this is not to say that the So- 


ap- 
opinion 


sO 


as 


cialists lost, rather, the Com- 
munists registered greater gains 


than the Socialists in the area in 
and about Paris. It must be re- 
membered, however, that before 
the elections the Socialist Party 





had passed through two splits—to 
the right and to the left. If we 
compare the present number of 
Socialist deputies not with the 


number previous to the splits but 
with that after the splits we will 
see that there have been no losses. 
It is a fact, however, that the Com- 
munists have gained and that the 
Socialists have stood still. 

To be sure, this is a fact only in 
Paris and vicinity. In the prov- 
inces, particularly in the industrial 
centres of France, the gains of the 


the Socialists did very well. It 
cannot be denied, however,,that as 
far as the country as a whole is 
concerned, the Communists have 
gained much more than the So- 
cialists. 

This was due to the role of 
leadership assumed by the Com- 
munists in the united front. As I 


see it, the moral losses suffered by 
the Socialists as a result of this 
j;|fact are much more important 





than their failure to make gains in 
the elections. 
Socialists Handicapped 

For those who look beneath the 
surface of political events it is 
clear that the united front in 
France is based in reality upon the 
capitulation of the Commuists. 
They have repudiated their former 
principles, have burned their for- 
mer gods and have taken to wor- 





shipping new gods, even “worse 


of Communism. 


criticism of each other and 


sharp attacks. If. the 


it would have repudiated 


anti-Communist’ propaganda. 





—from the standpoint of their] lowing in the 
formerly held position—than the 
Social Democratic gods. If the So- 
cialist Party had the freedom of 
criticism under the united front 
agreement, if it had full oppor- 
tunity for propaganda, it would 
expose this fact to the workers 
and the Socialists would be the 
gainers in the moral bankruptcy 


But under the 
united front agreement both par- 
ties are forbidden to enga'ge in free 
in 
Socialist 
Party permitted itself to be guided 
by narrow party interests (which 
the Communists are always doing) 
the 
united front and launched a strong 
This 
the Socialists could not do, how- | At the time of the conclusion of 


” tever, for if would have meant fol- 


footsteps of the 
German Communists. Because of 
the peculiar situation in France 
and because of the fascist danger 
in that country it became nec- 
essary to sacrifice party egoism 
for the sake of general, broader 
and higher interests. 

In my opinion, the French So- 
cialists could not have acted other- 
wise. 





necessary to go so far as to re 
main silent on the bankruptcy o 
French Communism. Unfortu 


French comrades have done. Thi 
was the point at which their mis 
takes began and the source o 


tion. 

















Scene during the recent shipyard strikes that convulsed all France. 





By Raphael Abramowitsch 
Member of the Executive of the Labor and 


Socialist International 


SS 


alist Party 














the united front agreement be-| 
tween the Socialists and Com- 
munists, one of the provisions of 


which was that the two parties 


ority of French Socialists, regard- 
less of the united front with the 
Communists. 


But it is the duty of all Socialists 


obligate themselves to refrain everywhere to take a position with 
from attacks upon each other, the | respect to Russian bolshevism. The 
Communists sought to obtain from | tremendously important position 
the Socialists an undertaking not! occupied today by Russian béel- 


t 


to criticize Soviet Russia. Leon 
Blum, Socialist leader, declined to 
give any such undertaking, assert- 


t 


hevism and the even more impor- 
ant role played today by the 


Soviet state in international poli- 


ics forbids Socialists to be silent 


But while retaining this 
point of view, it was by no means 


nately, this is precisely what our 


their present embarrassing situa- 


f 


s 


f 








Leon Blum 
the French 
Party 


Leader of Socialist 


ing that he and his party reserved 
the right to criticize such actions 
of the Soviet Government as the 
Socialists considered contrary to 
Socialist conscience. This was a 
courageous declaration, but un- 
fortunately during the entire year 
the French Socialists have re- 
sorted very little to this freedom 
of criticism which they had _ re- 
served for themselves. 

Relation to Soviet Russia 

During this entire period only a 
couple of notices have appeared in 








Three Aspects of the Problem of Revolu- 
tionizing the Capitalist System of Property 
and Bringing About Socialism 


OPERTY kisy pave 








F a person is to be free to reach 
his destination safely and 
quickly, he must preserve this 
liberty through collectivism in 
the form of traffic rules and 
regulations. Personal safety in 
a metropolitan community can 
be preserved only by giving up 
freedom to transform home into 
arsenal and by relying upon col- 
lective processes of security. In a 
congested area personal health can 
be preserved only through a vast 
network of collective preventing 


measures, 
If individuals exercise the free- 
dom to seek their own gain 


through the competitive struggle 
and to acquire unlimited wealth 
and property, the result for most 
of the population will be bondage 
to destitution and insecurity. By 
throwing away the lesser freedom 
of individualism and by seeking 
through collectivism in the basic 
industries mutual prosperity and 
security for everybody, a _ far 
higher freedom may be won and 
preserved. If a considerable pro- 
portion of the present generation 
is to achieve individuality it must 
travel the road of collectivism. 
And not every form of collectivism 
creates opportunities for individ- 


denies 


chen of life and thereby 
them maximum opportunity of ap- 
propriating the values of library, 


conservatory, chapel and living 
room. 
How Shall Property Be 
Socialized? 





If private property in the basic 
industries is to be replaced by pub- 
lic ownership without civil war, the 
transfer must be made by pur- 
chase, not by confiscation. Under 
the long-established right of emi- 
nent domain, private property may 
be taken for public use upon the 
payment of a just price. Present 
owners will be paid in bonds, 
based upon the value of the in- 
dustry being socialized, and yield- 
ing a fair return for a fixed period 
of time, say thirty years. This 
means that small investors—spe- 
cifically, the widows and orphans 
about whom we hear so much— 
will not be Gefrauded of their 
source of income, but will be af- 
forded increased security of in- 
come. In -the case of heavy in 
vestors, a substantial share of the 
income received from bonds of so- 
cialized industries will be taken 
back in taxation—income, luxury, 
excess profits, and _ inheritance 
taxes. And let the fact be empha- 
sized that taxation is not confisca- 





uality. On the contrary, the collec- 
tivism of fascism subordinates the 
individual to the totalitarian state 
and subjects him to ruthless dic- 
tatorship. 

If adequate motivations are re- 
leased, there can be little doubt 
that a system of socialized basic 
industries and drastically regulated 
private industries, accompanied by 
a high degree of equalization of 
economic privilege, offers the mass 
of people a far better chance of 
self-expression than they can ever 
attain under competitive individ- 
ualism. Collectivism for six or 
eight hours daily will make avail- 
able plenty for everybody and thus 
furnish a secure foundation for 
maximum individuality during 
hours of leisure, in addition to re- 
ducing enormously the wear and 
tear upon personality produced by 
the competitive struggle. If rug- 





ged individualists would throw 
away the right to fight for special 
privilege and would cooperate in 
a collective endeavor to secure 
plenty for everybody, they would 
have time, energy, and desire to 


explore higher pathways of living. 
The competitive struggle forces 
men and women to spend an ex- 





tion, but an orthodox, constitution- 
al procedure, 100 per cent Amer- 
ican in nature. Any time the peo- 
ple of this country so desire they 


IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENT 





Turn to the theatrical page 
for the detailed announcement 
The Theatre 

Sam Jaffe 
and many others prominent in 
and authoritative on the theatre 
contribute their 


Alliance 


will 
tations. 


interpre- 


any citizen to receive an 
of more than $20,000 or any other 
specified amount. 

Education and Organization 


erty system may be revolutionized: 
evangelism, education, organiza- 
tion. Attitudes and loyalties must 
be shifted, minds must be illu- 
mined, and social pressure must be 
exerted. Conversion from a selfish 
struggle for special privilege to 
cooperative action in behalf of the 
common welfare is desperately 
needed. Illumination concerning 
the inherent weaknesses and vices 
of economic individualism and con- 
cerning the superior advantages 
of cooperative collectivism is ur- 
gently required. Workers must be 
organized in national unions, con- 
sumers in national cooperative so- 
cieties, and voters in a national 
political party. The basic indus- 
tries will be socialized by national 
legislation authorizing their pur- 
chase and creating authority for 
the establishment of boards of di- 
rectors of the various socialized 


industries. Whether the present 
owners will resist with armed 
force this process of socialization 


is a subject upon which there are 
vigorous differences of opinion. My 
own conviction is that if the trans- 
fer cannot be made without civil 
war, it cannot be i 
that there is a 
ability that, if the 


supported by a considerable maj- 


prob- 


reasonable 






the change may be 
without armed re 
owning class. 
Principles and Methods 
The program that I have 
lined herein is, of course, that of 
the Socialist Party of America, al- 
though not all will agree 
with everything I have 
ten. This procedure differs sharply 


istance from the 


Socialists 











in THE NEW LEADER on the 
theatre as a social force. 








cessive amount of time in the kit- 











Communists have been slight, while 


‘ from that of the Communist Party 

Arthur Hopkins jand that of the American Work- 

James Cagney jers Party, both of which repudi- 

Edward G. Robinson |ate the strategy of non-warlike 
. 79] i Z i¢ ake the sit 

Katherine Cornell revolution and take ~ positior 

Sage ap that eventually it will be necessary 

The Theatre Union i eae ae bee : . 

: , : | to arm the workers and to seize 

The Theatre Guild | power through victorious civil war. 
The Group Theatre |The official position of the S 

: . lcialist Party on this question is 

of the forthcoming symposium : rt y On wis question 

|erystal clear, although there are 


| many dissenting voices within the 


party. 
(Continued next week.) 





can make it legally impossibie for 
income 


There are three aspects to the 
process by which the present prop- 


made at all, and | 


government is 


ority of citizens and if it is re- 
enforced by a po ul labor move- 
ment and cooperative movement, | 


brought about | 


the Socialist press protesting 
mildly against particularly savage 
outbursts of terror in Soviet 
Russia. Not a single sharp of ex- 
tended criticism of Russian bol- 
shevism and the conduct of the 
Soviet regime has appeared in the 
French Socialist press during this 
entire year. On the other hand, 
the Socialist press has been pub- 
lishing in increasing measure and 
frequency official Soviet material, 
unaccompanied by any explanatory 
or critical articles. 

Still worse is the situation with 
regard to public meetings arranged 
jointly by the Socialists and Com- 
munists. The Communists come to 
these meetings in organized masses 
and stage raucous demonstrations 
for Stalin and the Soviet regime. 
They fill the halls with cries for 
the Soviet regime and turn every 
meeting into a demonstration for 
Russian bolshevism. And what can 
the Socialists do under such cir- 
cumstances? Can they bring their 
own banners and placards assail- 
ing Stalin? In the atmosphere of 
alleged fraternity that is supposed 
to dominate these joint meetings 
this would be quite impossible. As 
questions concerning Soviet Russia 
are likewise avoided by the French 
Socialists at their own meetings, 
French Socialism has lost its own 
countenance on the question of 
bolshevism, its own position on the 





question of Stalinism, and has be- 
come the tail to French Com- 
munism. 

With respect to internal and ex- 
ternal French policy the united 
}front in France is distinctly right 
| wing in character. But it gives the 
| appearance of being left wing be- 
|cause outwardly colored en- 
| tirely in Stalinist hues. 


The Socialists are not very happy 
about it but they are keeping quiet. 


And this, in my opinion, is the 
| great mistake which has placed 
the French Socialist Party in an 


heer dangerous position. 
Socialism vs. Bolshevism 
The recent conference of the So- 


Party has 


| cialist demonstrated 
that despite the noisy agitation of 
the party’s revolutionary left wing 
the party remains firmly on the 
democratic Socialism. 
of the Trots cyists, 
extreme leftists, and of | 
st Zhiromski group ob- 
few votes. Almost 

I of the delegates voted 
the moderate Faure-Severak-Labat | 
esolution, representing t I 
tion termed in Europe “democratic | 
centrism.” This is the endenc} 
that does not 
formist and parliamentary meas- 
ures and action and 
pudiate the necessity, unde 
tain circumstances, of revolutionary 
measures, but seeks to bind these 
tactics with the will of the maj- 
ority of the people. This is th 
position occupied in the Labor an 
Socialist Internationa! by Vander- 
,velde and Fritz Adler, Otto Bauer 
and Leon Blum. It remains the 
position of the overwhelming maj- 


ground of 
The res 
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on the Russian question. Socialists 
must speak frankly and un- 
equivecally on this question. They 
must state openly what they accept 
and what they reject in Soviet 
Russia. Nor is it sufficient to say 
this in the party platform and let 
it go at that. It must be pro- 
claimed every day and implanted 
in the hearts of the workers -to 
whom Socialists seek to appeal. 
The French Socialist Party has 
failed to do this since entering ito 


the united front with the Com- 
munists. Everybody knows that 
Leon Blum does not sympathize 


with the terror in Russia. Every- 
body knows that other French So- 


cialists shake their heads when 
they hear of the horrors of the 
G. P. U. But the French Socialist 


Party as such has failed to take a 
practical political position with re- 
spect to the problems raised by 
bolshevism for the entire world, 


Handcuffed by the United 
Front 

As long as there was a Com- 
munist Party in France which be- 
haved as stupidly and fanatically 
as all other Communist parties in 
Europe and America continue to 
behave it was not difficult for the 
French Socialists to fight the Com- 
munists, to take the masses away 
from them and to gather into their 
own hands the leadership of the 
proletariat. The successes which 
the French Socialists had in the 
struggle against the French Com- 
munists were due primarily not to 
the sharp conflict of ideas between 
the two but, first and foremost, to 
the political mistakes of the Com- 
munists. As soon as the French 
Communists adopted more cunning 
tactics, however, as soon as they 
stopped making their fornier “mis- 
takes, the conflict between Social- 
ism and Communism became es- 
sentially a conflict of ideas. To 
achieve victory in this conflict the 
Socialists must take a_ position 
with respect to all problems of So- 
cialist world policy, and this in- 
cludes also the problem of Soviet 
Russia. 

A Socialist Party, particularly a 

Socialist party which has entered 
into a united front with the Com- 
munists, can maintain its existence 
as the spokesman of an independ- 
ent tendency only when it makes 
clear its hostility to the dark 
aspects of the Bolshevist experi- 
ment. For on no other question is 
it possible to emphasize so clearly 
as on the question of Soviet Russia 
and bolshevism the principles of 
Social Democracy as against the 
bolshevist principle of a minority 
dictatorship imposed and main- 
tained by force. A Socialist Party 
that keeps silent on the question 
of Russia for the sake of “polities” 
or with the deliberate intention of 
avoiding clarity eventually ends ‘in 
suicide. 
This is precisely the position into 
which the French Socialist Party 
has permitted itself to fall. Be- 
cause of its failure to develop an 
independent policy, because it has 
dodged the question of Soviet 
Russia, because it has failed to 
show the masses the difference be- 
tween the Socialists and the Com- 
munists there is now but one 
alternative open to it: organic 
unity with the Communist Party 
or abandonment of the united front 
and resumption of open struggle 
against Communism. 





For a time it appeared that the 
French Socialists would take the 
second road. There were indica- 


tions that the French Communists 
themselve growing tired of 
the united front and no longer de- 
sired united action. A “divorce” Of 
the ties appeared impend- 
it was expected they would 
an independent existence, 
hat Stalin dis- 
and as the re- 
elections were 


were 





two pal 











proved or tnat, 


the recent 








ntageous to the Communists 
jt y ma be expected to continue 
jt inited fr which is tanta- 
mount to a capitulation of their 


party, but constitutes so far as the 
outside world is concerned a capit- 


| ulation of the Socialists to Stalin. 


The Socialists are handcuffed by 
the policy of the. Communists, by 













Stalin’s policy. And they will re- 
main handcuffed, with their in- 
al difficulties ntinuing, until 
they get up suff nt courage to 
reass i1€ ual freedom of 
wh Leon Blum spoke a year 
ago, g > united 
front internal 
Fren far as this may 
prove possible. And this means 
that the French Socialist Party 
must take a clear position with 


respect to Russian bolshevism and 
all problems of international Se. 
cialism. 
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By JOHN eee 


Fisventh congress of the Comintern, convened after an interval 
"- of seven years and repeated delays and postponements, will go 
1 ‘down into history as the congress at which international Communism 
pee its complete moral and political bankruptcy. 
ey The barrage of arrogance and bluff behind which the Comintern 
ht to conceal its impotence and decay failed to accomplish its 
It served only to emphasize the true character of the situa- 
The once mighty Comintern, which was to light a “world con- 
tation” and lead the organized working class of all countries to 
8 “final conflict,” stands shattered and deserted by the overwhelming 
rity of the workers, a rusty, broken instrument of Russian 
: 1 policy—the object of dérision and contempt of the inter- 
na onal proletariat. To the international proletariat the Comintern 
and the movement it represents are primarily the allies of fascism 
and the instruments of internecine strife and disorganization in the 
-ranks of labor. Nothing that the Comintern can now do or say can 
” wipe out this fact—not even its clumsy and hypocritical conversion 
to the cause of “bourgeois democracy.” 
Nor are the organized workers everywhere ignorant of the present 
insignificance of the Communist parties of the respective countries, 
despite the vain attempts of the Comintern congress to conceal 
this fact. 
What could be more pitiful than the appearance of Browder, 
Foster and Darcy before the Comintern congress with their fake re- 
ports of the onward sweep of Communism in America? In Moscow 
this may have made an impression and will facilitate the continuance 
of subsidies for the American Communist Party, but in America every 
intelligent person knows that the Communist Party is of no signifi- 
cance whatever as a serious political force. Only the innocents will 
take the reports of Stalin’s American agents seriously. The practical 

_ Significance of that will be, however, that shekels will continue to 
flow for a while longer from this source into the treasury of the 
racket known as the American Communist movement. 

As Norman Thomas well put it, “any smart boss in the shipping 
trade would have paid Sam Darcy to make the kind of speech he 
made about the threatened general tie-up of shipping” on the Pacific 
coast. This was the speech in which Darcy, supporting the reports 

_‘of Browder and Foster, told the Comintern what big shots the Com- 
munists in America are, how successfully they lead the American 
labor movement, what important a role they have played in recent 
labor troubles, and how energetically they are preparing new labor 
conflicts in this country. No paid agent of the employers could have 
done better had he appeared in Sam Darcy’s place before the 
Comintern. 

, Anyone possessing a modicum of knowledge concerning the 
American labor movement knows that the Communists have never 
enjoyed so little standing and influence in the trade unions of this 
country as they do today. Their dual organizations are completely 
down and out and their boring from within, upon which the Comintern 
has now ordered the Communists to concentrate, is hopelessly in- 
effectual. As allies of the most reactionary elements among American 
employers, the Communists continue undoubtedly to perform yeoman 
service. On this score Darcy, Browder and Foster acquitted them- 
selves very well in Moscow, and in doing so served to emphasize 
the general atmosphere of charlatanism that pervaded the Com- 
inern congress. 

.Their reports concerning the situation in America were quite in 
harmony with the reports concerning other countries. Thus. Dimitroff, 
described in cables as playing a role at the congress second only to 

Stalin; sought to conceal the decline of international Communism by 
stating that “the various Communist parties of the world are stronger 
than the respective memberships might appear to indicate”’—a 
metaphysical gesture designed to conceal the stubborn language of 
undeniable facts and figures. Dimitroff it was, also, who let the cat 
out of the bag with respect to the Comintern’s sudden espousal of the 
cause of “bourgeois democracy.” “What of it?” he said. “It is a 
purely strategic retreat to the followed when the time is ripe by a 
strong swing back to the left.” What is the Constitution between 
friends, and what are principle sto Communists? As Comrade 

Abramowitsch points out in his article in this issue, Communists are 

not concerned with principles—only with power. 

The practical significance of the Comintern’s conversion to 
“bourgeois democracy,” as we have pointed out repeatedly, is limited, 
however, to those countries of immediate strategic importance to the 
Stalin dictatorship. 

“In view of what the Comintern spokesmen have now said,” 
cables Ralph W. Barnes from Moscow, “a new policy of alliance with 
sections. of the bourgeoisie would appear to have a real meaning 
only in the case of a Communist Party such as that of France, which 
in time of war might be in a position to render real aid to the Soviet.” 

The same principle would apply to Czechoslovakia, which, like 
France, has a military alliance with Russia, and to Poland, where 
the Stalin dictatorship is interested in paralyzing the ruling elements 
inclined to alliance with Hitler, who has never concealed his ambition 
for a robber campaign against Russia and her dismemberment. 

To straighten out the “party line” on the question of support 
of democracy, the Comintern found it necessary for the time being 
to apply the same strategy to other countries as well, but in all other 
cases support is to be accorded only to “the remnants of bourgeois 
democracy.” It will not do to admit that democracy in other free 
countries where the Communists have done their best to destroy it, 
as they did in Germany, Italy, Hungary and elsewhere, is anything 
but a “remnant.” This would be too much of a swing to the “right” 
and might make more difficult the subsequent swing to the “left” 
promised by Dimitroff. Moreover, the Comintern has by no means 
given up its aim of establishing Stalin dictatorships wherever pos- 
sible. As Mr. Barnes cables, “political unity” between the Com- 
munists and the Socialists is to be sought only under an agreement 
recognizing “the necessity of revolutionary overthrow of bourgeois 


domination and establishment of dictatorship, proletarian in form, 
for the Soviets.” 
Only the naive and Communists, who in their moral and intel- 


lectual degeneration have no more respect for the intellectual in- 
tegrity of others than they have for their own, can believe that the 
new policy will be any more successful than the previous one of 
direct assistance to fascism, such as the Communists rendered to 
Hitler in Germany, for example. In Germany the Communists entered 
into open alliance with the Hitlerites on both the economic and po- 
litical fields with the calculation in mind that by helping to destroy 
the republic and the Socialist and labor movement they were clearing 
the road for Communism. All they succeeded in accomplishing was 
to clear the road for Hitler. Under the new policy, the Comintern 
undertakes to stifle democracy by hugging it to its treacherous breast. 
Then, as Dimitroff says, will come the swing to the “left.” 

The new policy of the Comintern serves to emphasize the ill- 
concealed contempt which Communists seeking dictatorship over the 
working class have always had for the workers and the masses in 
general. Such has always been the attitude of “professional revolu- 
tionists” who believed themselves called upon by history to force 
salvation upon humanity and thereby served only the cause of reaction. 

Whatever success the new policy of the Comintern may have in 
the ranks of the Lumpen-Proletariat, in parlor-Bolshevik drawing 
rooms and among innocents in general, the organized workers every- 
where struggling for emancipation will give it the treatment it deserves. 


The United Front in England 


one in his senses believe, for example, that the latest 


OES any 


united front proposal to the British workers made at the Comintern 
congress by Harry Pollitt, British Communist leader, will even be dig 
nified by a reply from the British Labor Party or the British trade 
unions? Only Herbert Zam in the Socialist Call and a few others 


“rapid acceleration” of the 


like him may be so naive as to expect any 
pr posal] 


united front” (to use Zam’s characterization) from Pollitt’s 

It was the same Pollitt, who at the Comintern congress urged 
that negotiations be undertaken at once between the Comintern an 
Labor and Socialist International, who only three months ago de 
in an article in the “Communist International,” the Comintern’s officia 
organ, that “no middle policy is possible between the Second and Third 
Internationals” and that “all attempts to find any middle ground can 
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Litvinoff Votes to Enslave Ethiopian People 








(Continued from Page One) 

colleagues of the capitalist and} 
imperialist countries. As the cor- 
respondent of the New York Times 
reported, in agreement with the 
reports of correspondents of the 
world’s other prominent newspapers 
and news agencies, Ethiopia’s rep- | 


proposal that the question should 
be decided on the basis of the 
secret treaty of 1906. He argued 
that Ethiopia had taken no part 
in the making of that tréaty. He 
was insistent on this point. The 
objections of the Ethiopians as- 
sumed dramatic form. Litvinoff, as 
president of the council, was per- 
suaded to ask the representative 
of Ethiopia to read the resolution 
on the proposal. Litvinoff then re- 
quested the Ethiopian representa- 
tive to approve the resolution. The 
latter refused, saying “You are of- 
fering us the alternative betweén 
assassination and_ suicide,’ and 
adding that Ethiopia preferred to 
be assassinated, for in that case 


for help. 
Treaty of 1906 

The proposal to settle the Ethio- 
pian question on the basis of the 
treaty of 1906 is even more cruel 
than Mussolini’s war pian “against 
Ethiopia. The treaty of 1906 pro- 
vides that Ethiopia be dismembered 
into three parts and divided be- 
tween England,- France and Italy. 
There would be no hope for Ethio- 
pia if the provisions of the treaty 
were to go into effect. Against 
Italy alone Ethiopia might still be 
able to defend herself, but not 
against the combined forces of the 
three powers. Resistance in such 
case would be quite hopeless. For 
this reason Ethiopia’s representa- 
tive before the League Council 
fought so stubbornly against the 
proposal. 

The remarkable thing, however, 
is that Litvinoff helped pass the 
dismemberment resolution. He even 
tried to persuade the Ethiopians 
to give it their approval. Litvinoff 
was not satisfied with the conspi- 
racy against Ethiopia. He actually 
tried to persuade her to commit 
suicide. 

Litvinoff voted for all three reso- 
lutions dealing with the Ethiopian 
question. 


Sharing the Spoils 


it would at least be able to’ shout | 


| The third resolution is the most highest respect; the Nazi flag is 
dangerous. This concerns the treaty 
| of 1906, against which the Ethio-| imported and sold to the Russian 
pian representatives fought so bit-| people. 
terly. The purpose of the resolu-| demonstrations either on the part 
j tion is not to permit Italy herself] of the Soviet Government, or the 


not insulted; 


German goods are 


There are no protests, no 


Soviet Russia has military alli- 
ances with France and Czechoslo- 
vakia, but because Hitler is just 
too nice to start a war without 
an excuse! 

Anyone familiar with the facts 
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resentative protested against the | 





| 
| 


Not to be outdone Oi 


to ‘devour Ethiopia. England and 
France forced adoption of the reso- 
lution in order that they might 
participate in the dismemberment 
of Ethiopia in the event of failure 
to keep Italy from making war on 
the little country. 


And Litvinoff voted for all three 
resolutions! 


How hypocritical are the demon- 
strations of the Communists and 
the noise they raise against impe- 
rialism and war when we view the 
conduct of their representative and 
diplomat-in-chief in the League of 
Nations! 

We have often pointed out the 








The first resolution was pure 
hypocrisy. It provided that the ar- 
bitration committee appointed sev- 
eral months ago should continue 
its labors. Every member of the | 
League Council voting for the res- | 
olution knew that it was quite | 
without significance, that the arbi- | 
tration committee would do noth- 
ing, and that any decision it would 
make would have no effect upon 
the situation because the immedi- 
ate question to be arbitrated had 
no relation to the problem as it 
now presents itself. 

The second resolution ate 
that the League Council assemble | 
again early in September to dis- | 
cuss once more the possibility of | 
an agreement between Italy and | 
Ethiopia. The object of the reso- 
lution was to deceive Ethiopia. It 
is not impossible that before the 
next meeting of the League Council 
is held Italy’s war on Ethiopia will 
be under way. 


Youth to Boycott ( Olympics 
If Held in Nazi Germany 


The National Council of the 
American Youth Congress has 
made public a resolution, sponsored 
by the Joint-Actions Committee of 


the Anti-Olympic League, and 
unanimously adopted by it, call- 
ing for a nation-wide campaign 


to boycott the 1986 Olympic Games 
if held in Nazi Germany. 

The American Youth Congress 
is an organization claiming to 
represent 1,350,000 youth through- 
out the country and was set up a 
year ago in New York City, and 
which at its second Cngress, held 
in Detroit, July 4-7, voted to refer 
the matter of carrying out a boy- 
cott of the Olympics to the Na- 
tional Council. 

In addition to adopting the reso- 
lution the Council also voted to 
send a delegation to visit the na- 
tional and district offices of the 
Amateur Athletic Union, and set 
up a Sports Committee which will 
arrange to run immediate confer- 
ences with the end of running 
counter-Olympics throughout the 
country, and to disseminate anti- 
Nazi information -through _ the 
medium of its members and affii- 
ates throughout the nation. 








backwards to reformism.’ 
Poor Pollitt, 
cow he discovered that the “party 


line” has been changed by Stalin | 
with respect to this and other 
questions and that from now on 


must be made to phere 
Pollitt 


had 


attempts 


and all 


other | 
quite 
may 
with the | 


remains un- 


about what 


Communists 
yut of the question. 
-onsole himself, however, 


conisdered 


Pollitt 


‘act that the principle 
that 
between Socialism, 
struggling for the emancipation 
of humanity, and Communism 
fighting only for power, Stalin’ 
*hange of strategy to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

As for Pollitt’s call to the Brit- 
ish workers in his article in the 
“Communist International” to chose 
between the Labor Party and the | 


changed, there can be no 


‘ompromise 





easily end not in a forward movement to revolution, but in a move 


Communist Party, between a “rev- 


on arriving in Mos- |? 


| munist 


} Party 
| ganization. 
jall other countries where 


contradiction in the conduct of the 


|Communists in the United States 


and their conduct in Russia with 
respect to the Nazis. In America 
the Communists stage noisy dem- 
onstrations before German consu- 
lates; they tear down the Nazi 
flags from German ships in New 
York harbor; they demand that the 
United States break off diplomatic 
relations with the Hitler govern- 
ment and agitate for a boycott on 
German goods. 


But in Soviet Russia the German 
| consulates are treated wit with the 


A Re 





Mussolini, 
E thio pian army is drilling girls for the coming battle for 





oo has mobilized baby boy 


Russian masses. 

To our question as to why the 
Communists in Soviet Russia are 
so friendly and so polite to Hitler 
while in the United States they 
stage demonstrations against him, 
a Communist writer has finally 
deigned to make reply. He said 
that if the Soviet Government were 
to permit demonstrations against 
the Nazis, Germany would declare 
war on Russia. 

“The Nazis dream only of an op- 
portunity to unleash a war—even 
on the slightest excuse that would 
justify it in the eyes of the Ger- 
man masses,” he said. 
ernment fawns upon Hitler because 
it is afraid. 

We will not dwell here upon 
whether this is a fitting excuse for 
a revolutionist, a preacher of revo- 
lution and barricades. What does 
interest us is the political “concep- 
tion” of this Communist teacher. 

Kissing Hitler and Mussolini 

The only thing that keeps Hitler 
from making war on Soviet Russia 
is that he has no excuse; this is 
the argument of our Communist 
savant. The reason, we are given 
to understand, is not that Hitler is 





not yet prepared for war or _that 











s in his blackshirt legions, the 


of world history knows that no 
country desiring to make war ever 
finds difficulty in citing excuses. In 
the event of need excuses are in- 
vented or faked, as Bismarck did 
before the Franco-Prussian War. 
If Hitler were ready to begin a 
war on Russia at once he would 
not postpone action for a single 
moment because of lack of an ex- 
cuse. His best excuse would be 
that he is seeking to save the 
world from bolshevism, the very 
same argument he is using in his 
pogroms on the Jews and in the 
suppression of all freedom and 
justice in Germany. 

No, our Communist writer’s ex- 
planation of why Soviet Russia is 
so polite and friendly to Hitler 
Germany will not stand criticism. 
The reason for Soviet Russia’s con- 
duct with respect to Germany is to 
be sought in the motives that actu- 
ate her friendly relations with all 
fascist and barbarian countries. 
Soviet Russia has exchanged kisses 
with Mussolini although he is 
drenched with the blood of Social- 
ists and Communists. Moscow has 
acted likewise in its relations with 
other dictators. In all these cases 
there was no excuse that Soviet 
Russia feared the dictators might 
make war upon her. 

The real explanation is simple; 
business. The same reason that 
moves capitalist countries to be 
tolerant to the Hitlers and the 
Mussolinis moves also the Soviet 
Government. The same god of 
profit and money who dictates the 
political policies of the capitalist 
countries dictates also the political 
policies of the “workers’ father- 





“civilisation.” 
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By Victor L. Berger 

Last week the whole Socialist 
movement commemorated the sixth 
anniversary of the death of Victor 
L. Berger. The following article, 
in Berger’s characteristic ‘vigorous 
style, is one of the best of its kind 
in Socialist journalistic annals. 


Ww" are revolutionists. 


We are revolutionary not 


in the vulgar meaning of the 


word, which is entirely wrong, 
but in the sense illustrated by his- 
tory, the only logical sense. For 
it is foolish to expect any result 
from riots and dynamite, from 
murderous attacks and conspira- 
cies, in a country where we have 
the ballot,, as long as the ballot 
has not been given a full and fair 
trial. 

We want to convince the major 
ity of the people. As long as we 
are in the minority, we of course 
have no right to force our opinion 
upon an unwilling majority. 

Besides, as modern men and true 
democrats, we have a somewhat 
less romantic and boyish idea of 
the development of human beings 
and social systems. And we know 
that one can kill tyrants and scare 
individuals with dynamite and bul- 
lets“but one cannot develop a sys- 





tem in that way. 
Therefore, no true Social Dem- | 
lutionary policy” and “reform- 


ism,” the British workers have al- 
ready chosen. Nowhere is the Com- 
movement more 
cant than in England. The mem- 
bership of the British Labor Party 
is nearly three million five hun- 
dred thousand. The membership of 
the British Communist Party is 
less than ten thousand. 

And nowhere is the united front 


‘leads toward Socialistic production. 


insignifi- | 


| misleading report on the 





great success as in Eng- 
land, for there the 
solidly behind 
and their trade 


The 


such a 
workers are 


the 
union or- 


united Labor 


same is true of 
the Com- 
ceased to play 


munist parties have 


any role. France and Czecho- 
slovakia are the 


countries, 


exceptions, 
too, the 
behind 


only 
but in these 
are far 


Communist parties 


| the Socialists in strength and in- 
' fluence. 


ocrat ever dreams of a_ sudden 
change of society. Such fanatic 
dreamers nowhere find more deter- 
mined opponents than in the ranks 
of the Social Democrats. 

We know perfectly well that 
force serves only those who have 
it, that a sudden overthrow will 
breed dictators, that it can pro- 
mote only subjection, never lib- 
erty. 

The Social Democrats do not ex- 
pect success from a so-called revo- 
lution—that is, a smaller or bigger 
riot—but, from a real revolution, 
from the revolutionizing of minds, 
the only true revolution there is. 

. 8 


The Socialist 
by evolution. 


republic will come 
It cannot come any 
other way. We may see, however, 
the most fearful revolutions (and 
many of them) as a part of that 
great evolution. 

Bloody revolutions will not hast- 
en—they may even retard—the 
coming of the Socialist republic. 
And whether such eruptions are 
to take place at all, will depend 
as much upon the policy of the 
capitalist class as upon the leader- 
ship of the proletariat. 

We are Social Democrats be- 
cause we have recognized that the 
economic development of the pres- 
ent capitalist system, with its con- 
centration of wealth, its trusts, ete., 





Socialism is the next phase of 


The United Front in 
Czechoslovakia 

HE Socialist Call’s foreign ex- 
pert did not relish being called 
to account in this column for his 
“rapid ac- 
of the united front in 
By stretching and 
the remarks of Dr. 


ration” 
Czechoslovakia. 
misconstruing 





cel 








Czech, leader of the German Social 
De meaehiie Party of Czechoslo- 
| vehia.. Zam tried to give his read- 
ers the impression that both Dr. 
Ce h and his party were advanc- 
ling rapidly toward a united front 
| wi the Communists. To make 
| his point, Zam found it necessary 
j to ignore the party’s official reply 
|to the most recent united front 
| 


proposal of the Communists as 
given at the party’s conference at 
which Dr. Czech made the address | 
misrepresented by Zam. 

To correct Zam’s misinformation | 
we printed in this column a lengthy 


civilization, if civilization is 
vive. 

Revolutions—and special evolu- 
tions—are brought about in human 
affairs not so much by the « 
ination of a multitude of 
by the concentration of a multitude 
of minds upon a single idea. 


to sur- 


li 


issem- 





ide as, aS 


And this idea must be near 
enough and comprehensive enough 
and of sufficient importance to stir 


the very soul of the masses 

Mere theoretical or dogmatic 
phrases—no matter how “clear- 
cut”—are not capable of produc- 
ing the universal enthusiasm re- 
quired to institute any funda- 
mental innovations. 

Besides, and dog- 
matism lead to splits and to the 
formation of political But 
when people constantly ab- 
sorbed in doing things, and in pre- 
paring for still greater things, the 
petty jealousies and small causes 
for strife and dissension disappear. 

We must not expect that the 
Socialist era will come all at one 
stroke. Neither capitalism nor 
feudalism arose “at a certain date,” 
nor can the Sociali form of so- 
beginning on any 


doctrinarism 


sects. 


are 





ciety have its 
fixed date. 
Besides, although c apitalis stic so- 
ciety has already passed its zenith, 
yet even at the present day feu- 


1 important 





dalism holds a 
place in modern society. I 
Germany, in 
develop- 


very 





the case not only in 


spite of its high economic 


abstract of the party’s reply to 
the Communists. In the Call of 
August 10, Zam escape 
his consequent embarrassment by 
insisting that he quoted Dr. Czech 
correctly. We never said he did 
not. We merely implied that he 
drew a wrong conclusion from the 


1 
Seeks to 


quotations—and failed to present 
the true facts as given in the 


] In fairness 
t] ‘all should re- 
print the reply since Zam insists 
mn ke eping it from the readers of | 
lumn. 








his co 

And the Call should be more 
careful in the future in what it 
permits Zam to print on “the 
progress of united actions between 
and Communists”—or on 
subject, for that matter. 


Socialist 

any other 
some 
prin- 


y not try to achieve 
consistency of position and 
ciple? Why permit Zam to con- 
tinue whooping it up for the 
united front in one column while 


And wh 





but also in England, the 
classic land” of capitalism. 


Just so with any revolution. 


ment, 


“ 


Capitalism will not vanish in one 
day, or in one decade. Even after 
the triumph of the working 
class the commonwealth cannot 
take uvon itself all kinds of pro- 
duction. 

Many industries today are not 
concentrated, and therefore are not 
ripe for collective production. Some 
will become so in time, others per- 
haps will not. The writer is no 
prophet and will not attempt to 
predict details. 

~ ~ * 
fear Socialism. 
Russia—which 


The capitalists 
They point to poor 
is undergoing the pangs of re- 
juvenation—where a new society 
is to be born out of chaos and pain 

as anexample of Socialism, This 
is not the time nor the place to 
explain Bolshevism—but there can 
be no doubt that Bolshevism is the 
natural result of ezarism and of 
the methods the czars used against 
the Socialists. 

. ¢ 6 

Socialists know that capitalism 
cannot and will not last forever, 
any more than the feudal system 
lasted forever. Socialists desire to 
new and higher civiliza- 
is to succeed capitalist 
retain its advantages 
and overcome 


create a 
tion which 
civilization 


its evils. 


| having Norman Thomas declare, in 


another: 

“Communists begin by  over- 
tures of good-will in working with 
the labor movement and then an- 
nounce publicly in Moscow their 
intention to run a strike of the 
shipping industry outside the reg- 
ular labor movement. Communists 
announce a new affection even for 
bourgeois democracy and proclaim 
their willingness for a united front 
of extraordinary width; then they 
are obliged to say that, of course, 
they do believe that the only thing 
that will save mankind is the dic- 

ip of the proletariat, which 
to them does not mean a workers’ 
democracy but a dictatorship of 
their own organized party. 

“All proposals for anything else 
are temporary and exceedingly 
precarious trial marriages. How 
in the world can this sort of pro- 
gram be worked out?” 

Will the Socialist Call please 
answer? 
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Editor’s Corner 





Review of and Comment on Events 
H:re and Abroad, Critical 


and Otherwise 
cy James Onea 


. . . 
Problems of Socialist Education 
OVE problem in Socialist agitation is how to make it most effective 
and reach the largest number of voters. Three methods are fol- 
lowed, public meetings, marches and demonstrations, and distribution 
of literature. All are necessary, but the question is, Which is the 
most effective ? 

Public meetings in halls and the open-air are helpful, but how 
much there is no means of knowing. They, of course, will always con- 
tinue and, supplemented by publicity in the press, we reach many people 
whom we would otherwise not reach. 

What of marches and demonstrations in the streets with banners 
held aloft bearing slogans? These are also necessary, but their value 
as education is questionable. Moreover, there is a tendency to engage 
in such marches too often so that they become commonplace and do not 
attract the interest and attention they should if held less frequenly. 

There are certain occasions when they are absolutely essential, as 
on May Day and Labor Day when tens of thousands of members of 
working class organizations participate in such marches. There are 
also special occasions when some dramatic crisis or important grievance 
concerns the workers which makes parades and street demonstrations 
important. 

Marches arranged for minor issues, or for an important issue like 
relief. for the unemployed, if held too often, are likely to be regarded 
by observers in the street and the press as routine performances of 
agitators who like to be seen in the streets. Moreover, the Communists 
march so often that the impression left upon observers by too frequent 
parades by Socialists is that we in some way are related to them. This 
should be avoided. 

The inscriptions on banners, while often striking, are necessarily 
too short to convey the philosophy back of them. At best they awaken 
a momentary interest and then are forgotten. They have no permanent 
educational value. The same may be said of frequent marches. 


Importance of Literature 
Frou the point of view of education of the masses, distribution of 
literature is much more important. There is nothing dramatic 
about it and no thrills, as in the case of marches. It is plodding rou- 
tine—but it gets results. This is not theory. History and experience 
confirm it, and yet it is too much neglected and probably completely 
neglected by many sub-divisions of the party. 

First, as to history and experience. There is no instance of a vic- 
tory or partial victory of the Socialist Party in any city without ex- 
tensive distribution of literature. This is true of Milwaukee, Reading 
and Bridgeport. It is true of a hundred or more cities before the 
World War when the Socialist Party was partly or wholly successful 
in local elections. 

Other cities that relied upon public meetings and marches and neg- 
lected systematic distribution of literature were never successful. Even 
in New York City in 1917 when we were successful in electing delega- 
tions to the Legislature and to the Board of Aldermen there was exten- 
sive distribution of literature throughout the city. Hundreds of hou- 
sands of leaflets were placed in homes week after week. 

Now if we can turn much of the energy that is put into street 
marches into the less dramatic work of placing literature into the 
homes of the masses week after week, we are likely to get better re- 
sults. A person may read a hundred placards we carry in the streets 
and never know what we are after. That same person reading a differ- 
ent leaflet for ten successive weeks explaining our philosophy and pro- 
gram will come to understand who we are and what we represent. 
Multiply that person by the tens of thousands that we can reach with 
leaflets for ten or twenty weeks before an election and we have some 
idea of how much more effective this work is. 

The frequent and dramatic street demonstrations had their origin 
in the I.W.W. thirty years ago. The I.W.W. was always in the head- 
lines. There were occasions when they were fully justified and others 
when they were not. Demonstrations became a habit but they never 
built a movement. 

The Communists were next. They also made the headlines, 
them often and still make them. It is probable that some of us think 
that we should do the same and not let the Communists have the spot- 
light, but if we are Socialists we will not care for the spotlight; we 
will be interested in the most effective way of educating the masses. 




















THE NEW LEADER 


Special te The New Leader 
Erie Labor Day Picnic 
ERIE.—The Socialist Party of 
Erie will join with the Erie Cen- 
tral Labor Union in celebrating 
Labor Day at a picnic on Monday, 
Sept. 2. 


Hartmann Plans Intensive 
Tour of Pennsylvania 


Special to The New Leader 
PITTSBURGH.—Dr. George W. 
Hartmann of Pennsylvania State 
College, Socialist candidate for 
Judge of the Supreme Court, is 

available for a series of dates. | 
Dr. Hartmann, a member of the 
Teachers’ Union, is an excellent 
speaker. He holds the degree of 
Ph.D. from Columbia University, 
and after spending many years in 
Germany, became Professor of 
Educational] Psychology at State 
College. He is known throughout 
the educational world as a leader 
in his field, is the author of many 
specialized studies, a Fellow of the 


* 


Hartmann in Allentown 
ALLENTOWN.—Dr. George W. 
Hantmann, Socialist candidate for 
Judge of the Supreme Court, will 
speak here on Wednesday, Aug. 21. 
* ox ox 


* * 


Van Essen and Pauli at 
Jeanette 

JJEANETTE.—Dr. W. J. Van 
Essen of Pittsburgh and Karl E. 
Pauli, organizer, Socialist Party 
of Pittsburgh, will speak at the 
annual picnic of Local Westmore- 
land County Sunday, Aug. 18. The 
picnic, at Oakford Park, Jeanette, 


Pennsylvania Front 


American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science, and of the 
Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Psycho- 
logie. 

This would be an excellent way 
to start off your 1935 campaign! 
Comrade Hartmann is willing to 
speak at either an indoor or out- 
door meeting, so that if you can- 
not secure a hall, arrange a good 
street meeting. As our candidate 
for Congress last year in his dis- 
trict, he campaigned vigorously so 
that soap-boxing is no new ex- 
perience to him. Terms to locals 
are reasonable. 

The state office feels confident 
that after a meeting with Comrade 
Hartmann jt will not be hard to 
arrange more meetings and get a 
good crowd to attend. 

Hartmann may not be in posi- 
tion to campaign later in the year. 

Write the state office, 122 9th 
Street, Pittsburgh. 


will open the county campaign and 
offer an opportunity to Socialist 
sympathizers to meet the candi- 
dates for county and various mu- 
nicipal offices. 
* * 
Full Ticket in Pittsburgh 
PITTSBURGH.—A full county 
and city ticket has been filed. The 
campaign committee is, completing 
plans for} an intensive political 
campaign. The opening political 
rally, will be held on Wednesday, 
Sept. 11, with Dr. George W. Hart- 
mann of State College, Socialist 
candidate for Judge of the Su- 
preme Court speaking. 
* * * 
Pauli Available for Dates 
PITTSBURGH.—Kar! E. Pauli, 
organizer of the Socialist Party of 
Pittsburgh, is available for speak- 
ing dates in Pennsylvania. 
Pauli, who previously was state 
organizer of Ohio, was active in 





Glenrichey Branch, Clearfield Cty.; 
John W. 
gheny County; Fifth Ward Branch, 


Allegheny County; Millvale Br., 
Allegheny County. 
Michigan 


chartered a boat for a moonlight ride to 


p.m. Boat leaves foot of First St. Tickets 
available from all party members and 
at the ticket office at the dock, 
gangway prizes. 





the organization of the Onion 
Growers’ Union, the first agricul- 
tural local chartered by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. 
Branches desiring his services 
will please communicate with the 
State Office, 122—9th St., Pitts- 
burgh. 
* * 
Special Notice! 

The State Office calls atten- 
tion of all Socialist voters of 
Pittsburgh to the fact, that the 
bill prohibiting the raiding of 
party tickets dees not apply to 
the judiciary. _To prevent old 
party candidates from getting on 
the Socialist ticket, Socialists 
must register and vote for the 
Socialist candidates in the pri- 
mary election. 

The Socialist candidates for 
state-wide officcs to be nominat- 
ed in the primary election Sept. 
17 are: Geerge W. Hartmann of 
State College, Judge of the Su- 
preme Court, and William Adams 


~ 


of Pittsburgh, Judge of the 
Superior Court. 
os * . 


New Branches 


PITTSBURGH.—The State Sec- 
retary announces the following 
new branches have been organized: 
Lock Haven Branch, Clinton Cty.; 
Alle- 


Slayton Branch, 





Detroit.—The Wayne County local has 


Put-In-Bay on Monday, Aug. 19, at 8:30 


Three 





Communist Issue Before 
Local Central Committee 





HE story below is a factual account of the actions of the City Cen- 
tral Committee of Local New York last week. The future growth 
and harmony of the party warrant some comment. 


Expulsion from 


banquet 


when the vote is taken on a member who admits his advocacy of Com- 
munist views, s 
ment. 


the party of Shapiro, Bertman,, Atkins and Matthews was a matter 
of routine. No issue was drawn as they were already out of the party, 
three of them going to Communist organizations and one to the Demo- 
cratic Party. 

However, there is no denial that the four were Communists while 
also members of the Socialist Party. This situation has been the issue 
in the New York organization. The fact that three joined Communist 
organizations is evidence that the issue is a real one. 

The Kruger case, therefore, was the only one that brought a clear 
It wasn’t necessary for him to also join a Communist organiza- 
He admitted his Communist ideas in|} 


test. 
tion to reveal his Communism. 
writing. He asserted his right to advocate these ideas in the party. 
When this real test came the “militant” bloc voted against expell- 
ing Kruger. This bloc is recorded in favor of keeping such members 
and permitting them to agitate Communism in the party. 

The section in the peace agreement declares that any party mem- 
bers who “practice or advocate” violence, insurrection, dictatorship, or 
abandonment of democracy ‘cannot remain members. They) cannot 
ADVOCATE these views in the party. 

The Vote of the “militant” bloc in the Kruger case would have 





When delegates vote 
that any members may ADVOCATE Communism in the party and 


s 


uch action cannot be reconciled with the peace agree- 





John 


Comrade Cooper polled 1,492 votes, 
within 300 of the Republican can- 
didate. 


year 
Osear Carlson; 
Harding; 


1 


County ticket are Guy G. Loomis 
for Assembly and Alda O, Loomis 
for County Treasurer. County Su- 
pervisor candidates in the city of 
Olean 
Loeffler, 
ae . = ‘ 
justified the bloc in voting for retaining Shapiro, Bertman, Matthews, wa from the 2nd, 8th, 10th and 
made] and Atkins if these four had not left the party. 


Thomas Opens Cooper 
Campaign in Olean 


OLEAN.—Scheduled speakers at 
the municipal campaign rally and 
last Wednesday evening 
included Norman Thomas and Rob- 
ert A. Hoffman and Ernest D. 
Baumann of Buffalo in addition to 
G. Cooper, candidate for 
Mayor. 

In the 1933 municipal campaign 


for Alderman this 
follows: 1st Ward, 
8th Ward, James 
9th Ward, James Kel- 
ets; 10th Ward, Paul G. Redstone; 
1th Ward, Leo M. Brushingham. 
the Cattaraugus 


Candidates 
are as 


Candidates 


on 


Hall, Frank P. 
Brant, and John 


are Rube 
Nelson 


Ith Wards respectively. 


Esther Friedman at 
Camp Eden 













Full Speed Ahead is the 
Word for N.Y. Socialists - 


“KULL steam ahead!’ is the!during the months just past they 
all belong together. 
“After the ticket placed on 
the ballct, the political work of 
: . a he party includes getting out a 
nal quarrel is over: the peace-| good primary vote, getting out a 
pact between the National Exec-|}arge enrollment during registra- 
utive Committee and the State | tion week, and conducting a whirl- 
Committee has been signed; new ; wind campaign and winning a big 
officers have been put in charge | vote. 
of party work in the Metropolis;| “But there is much other work 
a full ticket has been filed for!to be done. There is trade union 
the September primaries, and 


work, standing shoulder to shoul- 
| it * brothers ¢ sict 
the decks are cleaned for aggres- hoy ie vEOR? oP . to 
: oye Bs ; 0 ne iador movemen 1 
sive, positive and constructive | \ 
action. 


| shops, in the unions and on the 





cles ine-New York. Is 
The long and paralyzing inter- | 


in 


word in Socialist Party “i 


oe 





j . ipicket line. There is anti-fascist 
Julius Gerber, who resigned as and anti-war work to be done. 
Executive Secretary of Local New| There js sentiment to be worked 






harmony, has been reelected by the 
City Executive Committee, and he 
has taken up his duties with char- 
acteristic vigor and enthusiasm. 
His first job was to file the nom- 
ination papers for the local ticket, 
after the petitions has been pre- 
pared and the signatures gathered 
under the supervision of August 
Claessens, who took over that job 
in addition to his work on the 
party's Labor Committee. 

“Now that the peace-pact is in 
effect,” said Comrade Gerber, 
“there is no excuse for any party 
member to hold back. There is 
much work to be done, and every 
party member is expected on the 
firing line. There are no distinc- 
tions among party members—no 
matter what| position they held 


York in the midst of the recent jup for the Socialist point of view 
controversies in order that he/in aj] the public questions before 
might not stand in the way of|the masses. 


“There are the slave-wages of 
the WPA to be fought; there is 
the tax bill that may yet impose 
unbearable taxes upon the work- 
ers; there are many city problems 
clamoring for solution. 

“The Socialist Party has many 
duties just ahead. It cannot afford 
to neglect its duty to the masses. 
Every comrade must be ready for 
his job in the battle. Let no one 
stand in the way of the successful 
carrying on of the party’s work!” 


New York State 

Port Jervis.—The Socialist Party has 
liled the following city ticket: for Mayor, 
Melvin Piatt; for Alderman-at-Large, 
Alexander Milway; for Aldermen from 
the six wards respectively, Adolph Gal- 
londer, Erie Palm, William Burrows, 
Robert Denham, George Melnick and 
John Lennox. 











It’s a warning... 


intestinal poisons. 


Nervous and Irritable? 





Tnat elimination is delayed—that you’re absorbing 
Ex-Lax acts safely and gently 
to rid the body of unhealthful wastes. 


Ex-Lax has been the family laxative for nearly a quarter 


Let us quietly reach them in their 
bution squads. 
in this work. Let us inform, not 


dreds of thousands who are susceptible to Socialist education. 


Start a rivalry between branches for the best record 


homes by organizing trained distri- 


Committee 
OR the first time since the peace 


amuse, educate, not thrill, the hun- 





Retail Clerks’ Union Strife 
Is Ended by Agreement 


The elimination of strife among 
the unionized men’s retail elothing 
salesmen in New York City and 
vicinity has been accomplished and 
the foundation laid for the estab- 
lishment of one strong union un- 
der the auspices of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

An agreement has been entered 
into between representatives of 
Local 1006, Retail Clerks’ Interna- 
tional Protective Association, affil- 
iated with the A. F. of L., and the 
Men’s Retail Clothing Salesmen’s 
Union of Greater New York, look- 
ing to the amalgamation of both 
organizations. 

The unions were brought to- 
gether through the efforts of Ben 
Golden, of the Regional Labor 
Board; Charles Solomon, and Mor- 
ris C. Feinstone of the United 
Hebrew Trades; Mr. B. Mogulesky, 
president of the World Clothing 
Exchange, in front of whose store 
the rival unions had staged coun- 
ter-demonstrations, sat in the de- 
liberations and contributed t> their 
success. 

Hyman Nemser, manager of the 
Independent union, stated that he 
would resign in the interests of 
peace and harmony and the estab- 
lishment of one strong local. 

It was further agreed that pend- 
ing a general election of officers 
of the new local to take place not 
later than the last week in Sep- 
tember, the affairs of the fused lo- 
cals are to be conducted by a com- 
mittee of six, under the impartial 
chairmanship of Golden. The com- 
mittee members are chosen as fol- 
lows: three from each local by 
secret ballot. 

The general election in Septem- 
ber will be conducted under the 


|} was a compound of bombast and 


agreement was signed by the 
National Executive Committee of 
the Socialist Party and the New 
York State Committee, the City 
Central Committee of Local New 
York met last week, Wednesday, 
Aug. 7, and it served as a test of 
the effectiveness of that agree- 
ment. By decision of the previous 
meeting, reports of the Grievance 
Committee, which had no chance 
to report for more than a year, 
were taken up. 

The committee reported dropping 
several charges which were the 
outcome of the factional struggle 
and then recommended the expul- 
sion of Bessie Shapiro, Julius 
Bertman, David Atkins, and J. B. 
Matthews because they had co- 
operated with Communists in 
united fronts, that they believed 
Communism, and advocated armed 
insurrection and force as a neces- 
sary method of bringing about 
Socialism. 

During the discussion it was re- 
vealed that Shapiro, Bertman, and 
Atkins had joined either the Com- 
munist Party or the Trotsky Com- 
munists and that J. B. Matthews 
is seeking the Democratic nomina- 
tion for the Assembly in Warren 


And Now Matthews Seeks 


A Democratic Nomination 


AST week Local New York of 

the Socialist Party expelled J. 
B. Matthews because of his con- 
tinued flirtation with Communists 
and his Communist views. This 
action had hardly been taken when 
it was learned that Matthews is 
listed as a candidate for the Dem- 
ocratic nomination for Assembly- | 
man in Warren County, New 
Jersey; and thereby hangs a tale. 

Matthews for several years has 
played the role of a “revolutionary” 
in the Socialist Party. On this 
score he had no use for The New 
Leader. Several times he was be- 
fore committees of the party be- 
cause of his name being carried on 
various circulars of the “united 
front” type, but on being ques- 
tioned he denied that he had au- 
thorized the use of his name. 

He published a mimeographed 
pamphlet on the “Challenge of 
Communism” several] years ago in 
which no mention of the Socialist 
Party was made, and leaving the 
impression that the Communist 
movement constituted the only 





Meeting of the City Central’ 


rect conflict with the section of the 
peace agreement defining Commu- 


Party. 
herance to the resolution of the 
N.E.C. providing the ineligibility 
of advocates of Communism and 
violence in the party. 
be interpreted as applying to per- 
sons who practice or advocate (1) 
violent insurrection; 
ship or abandonment of democracy 
either as a fact within the party 
or as an ideal method of achieving 
Socialism.” 


1 of the peace agreement appeared 
to draw a clear issue. 


Esther Friedman of the New 
York Socialist Women’s Commit- 
tee will deliver a series of lectures 
at Camp Eden, the Socialist sum- 
mer camp on the Hudson, begin- 
ning next Monday. 

The lectures will be given every 


thorship of the letter before the 
Grievance Committee and also in 
a statement which he read before 
the City Central Committee. In 
this statement he added that while 
he would not advocate armed in- 





surrection in public meetings he 

would reserve the right “under | 42¥ for a week. 

party democracy” to advocate his 

ideas. Protest WPA WAGES 


In the course of the discussion 
the delegates were reminded of the 
fact that these views were in di- 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. Relief 
workers here filed protest against 
WPA wage scales as an attack on 
the American standard of living. 
In a letter to Robert A. Hoffmann, 
district director; Fred Struble, sec- 
retary of the Relief Workers’ Or- 
ganization, declared the establish- 
ment of a $35 monthly wage for 
unskilled workers is little better 
than making the government “full- 


nist views that are irreconcilable 
with membership in the Socialist 
Point 1 provides: “The ad- 


This shall 





‘s : 

(2) dictator- vote was 47 for expulsion and 37 
against, less than the required two- 
thirds, By a majority vote Kruger 
was suspended and the case for ex- 
pulsion will be appealed to the 
State Committee. The “militant” 
bloc of delegates voted against the 
expulsion of Kruger. 





The Kruger admissions and Point | 





It requires 











County, N. J. They were of course 
expelled. 

The Grievance Committee then | 
recommended the expulsion of Abe | 
Kruger as a Communist . 


reliable barrier against imperialist 
war. This he explained in some | 
obscurantist way before a party | 
committee and again the matter | 
was dropped. He was active in the 


} 


in 


A rs os Aoaled Wee written a letter to a comrade 

7 4 Fase! 7 ied tty Jamestown, N. Y., saying: “In the 
ascis » & s - . , 

— ome Mo are M- | course of my study and discussion | 

nocents’ club, and the Daily } 





I have gradually come to believe in | 
most of the principles cusndanady | 
known as Communism, although I 

disagree with the Communist Party | 
on several questions of policy and | 
| tactics.” Kruger admitted his au- | 


Worker had many kind things to 
say of him. The Revolutionary 
Policy Committee had his alle- 
giance. He was suspended for a 
year last year for his activities 
violating party decisions. 
The pseudo-revolutionary now 
passes into the Democratic party. | 
Like others of his kind he lived oq 
| 


AN IMPORTANT | 
ANNOUNCEMENT! 


a phantom world of theory which 


Socialist Party is run- 


He had | |} 


} 
if, 
iil 


There is a pleasant vacation awaiting you and your family at 


Workmen's Circle Camp 


SYLVAN LAKE, NEW YORK 


e 
MUSIC DRAMA SPORTS 
A constant, diversified program every day directed 
by an experienced social and athletic staff. 


| Gala Week-Ends 
| SPECIAL PROGRAMS—EVER-CHANGING FEATURES | 


7 
$3.50 to $5.00 per day — $18 to $25 per week 





Buses direct to Camp leave Woodlawn Station of the 
Jerome Ave. Line daily 9:30 A.M., Saturday at 1 P.M. Take { 
bus marked Workmen's Circle Camp.—Only $2 round trip. { 











FOR RESERVATIONS CALL OR WRITE 
WORKMEN’S CIRCLE CAMP 
175 EAST BROADWAY, N. Y. C. Tel.: ORchard 4-5992 
OR DIRECT TO LAKE SYLVAN, N. Y. 








| lager 





supervision of a committee of four 
representing the clerks interna- | 
tional, the U. H. T., the A. F. of | 
L. and the Central Trades and 
Labor Council. 

Nemser pioneered in the work 
of organizing the retail clothing 
salesmen in New York and vicinity. | 
He stated that if he could con-/| 
tribute to the bringing about of 
amicable relations in the trade by 
stepping out, he was ready to do 
so. He offered his fullest cooper- 


pretence. Under the skin was the 

bourgeois politician who seeks ning its annual bazaar this 
recognition of a capitalist party| year under its exclusive aus- 
which was denied him by the work-| pices in the People’s House, 
ing class. Again and again the; opening Thanksgiving Eve 
}ultra-revolutionary has taken this| (November 27th), and extend- 


ation in the work of extending the 
organization of retail clerks. 








ing to December Ist. 
Committees are being formed 
and a program of activity out- 
lined. We hope all organiza- 
tions and Socialist Party 
branches will note the date and 
will arrange no _ conflicting 


course in the history of the So-} 
cialist movement. Who is next? 

J. B. Matthews: Peace to his 
soul in the heaven of capitalist | 
politics! 





Camp EDEN, COLD SPRING, N. Y. 


140 acres surrounded by most beautiful scenery. 


A 
#NLOTHING WORKERS 


kins Square 6-5400. L. 
Catalanotti 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


Reg. meetings, 
President, Robert Glass; Vice-President, 
Stephen Tobasco; Business Agent, Mor- 


of a century and its popularity is constantly increasing 
as the years go by. Ex-Lax is prescribed by numerous 
physicians and is recommended by millions of users, 
because it is the most pleasant and the most dependable 
laxative known to science. It is eagerly taken by chil- 
dren as well as grown-ups. 


Keep “Regular” with 


EX-LAX 


Zhe Chocolatea Laxative 














WORKMEN'S MUTUAL 
FIRE INSURANCE 
SOCIETY, INC. 
(ORGANIZED 1872) 

A co-operative Fire Insurance Society, 
affillated with the Cooperative League 
of America and operating under the 
supervision of the New York State 

Insurance Department. 
Why Pay Exorbitant 
Fire Rates? 
when our Society offers yeu 


HOUSEHOLD FIRE INSUR. 
ANCE AT ACTUAL COST 


WORKMEN'S CIRCLE 
75,000 MEMBERS 


The Largest Radical Working- 
men's Fraternal Order 
in Existence 


$5,000,000 ASSETS 

10@ Branches All 
States and Canada 
Insurance from $100 to $3,006 

Sick benefit, 15 weeks per year, at 
88, $18, $23 and $28 per week. Many 
branches pay additional benefit from 
3 to per week. Consumption 
benefit $400 and $600 or nine months 
in our own sanitorium, located in the 
f the Cats- 


Over the United 


ONLY moot boantiew seese i 
«il! Mountains—besides e reguiar 
l O¢ Annually Insar- weekly benefit. ’ 


(or Every 9 LOO ‘nce 


Irrespective of location or character 
of dwelling. 


Fire Losses Appraised Liberally 
and Paid Promptly. 
$75,000,000.00 Insurance 
in Force. 
$1,000,000.00 in Assets. 
$500,000.00 paid out in 
fire claims. 
60,000 Members. 


Upon admission every member must 
make a deposit equal to $0.90 for 
every $100 of insurance. This deposit 
will be repaid in full upon withdrawal. 


For further information 
spply te the Main Office 
227 EAST 84th STREET 


New York City 
Tel. REgent 4-4391 New York City 


For information apply to 
THE WORKMEN’S CIRCLE 


176 East Broadway, N. Y. City 
Telephone ORchard 46000 














Columbia Tea Co. 




















Do two things. Build the Social- 
ist Party and get subs for The 
New Leader to help build it. 


Order from your grocer this famous 
Russian Tea known to miilions es 
HI’ 


“ZVIETOCHNI 


UNION DIRECTORY 


ONNAZ, SINGER EMBROIDERERS, 
TUCKERS, STITCHERS and PLEAT- 
RS’ UNION, Local 66, LL.G.W.U., 
7 East 15th St. Phone Algonquin 4-3657- 
3658. Executive Board meets every Tues- 
day night in the office of the Union. 
Z. L. Freedman, President; Leon Hattab, 
Manager; I. A. Barkinsky, Sec’yTreas. 


AP MAKERS UNION, Local No. 1. 
Tel., Orchard 4-9860.—Regular meet- 
ings every ist and 3rd Saturday. 
Executive Board meets every Monday. 
All meetings are held at 133 Second 
Ave., New York City. 


LOAK, DRESS, DRIVERS’ & HELP- 
ERS’ UNION, Local 102, IL.L.G.W.U. 
Affiliated with A. F. of L. 131 West 
33rd St., CHickering 4-3681.—Saul Metz. 
Manager. 





nesday evening in the Council Room at 
218 W. 40th St. Julius Hochman, Gen 
Mar.; Phillip Kapp, Sec’y-Treas. 





THE INTERNATIONAL 

ADIES’' GARMENT WORKER? 
UNION, 3 West 16th Street, New 
York City. Phone, CHelsea 3-214 
David Dubinsky, President. 


THE AMALGAMATED 
ADIES' GARMENT CUTTERS’ UNION, 
Local No. 10, LL.G.W.U. Office, 66 
West 35th St.; Phone, Wle. 7. le 
Executive Board meets every Thu 
it the office of the Union. Joe Abramo- 
witz, Pres.; Sigmund Perlmutter, Mgr- 
Sec’y; Louis Stolberg, Asst. Mgr.; Maurice 
W. Jacobs, Sec’y to Exec, Board; Nathan 
Saperstein, Chairman of Exec. Board. 


ILLINERY WORKERS’ UNION, 
Local 24, Cloth Hat, Cap and Milt 
nery Workers International Union. 
Downtown office, 640 Broadway; po 
Spring 7-4548; uptown office, cf A 
St.; phone, Wisconsin 7-1270. Executive 
Board meets eve Tuesday evening, 8 
o'clock. Manager, N. Spector; Secretary- 
Treas., Alex Rose; rganizers, I. 
Goldberg, A. Mendelowitz, M. 
Lucy Oppenheim; Chairman of Execu- 
tive Board, Morris Rosenblatt; Secretary 
of Executive Board, Saul Hodos. 

















ORSET AND BRASSIERE WORKERS’ 
Local 32, International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union. 
16th Street, New York City. 
Abraham Snyder, Manager. 





MALG AMATED 
OF AMERICA, 
New York Joint Board, 31 West 15th 
St.. New York, N. Y. Phone Tomp- 
Hollender, J. 
Managers; Abraham Miller, 





ECKWARE MAKERS’ UNION “Lees 
11016, A. F. of L., 7 East 15th St 
. I bene, Algonquin 4-7082. Joint Bx- 
ecutive ard meets every Tuesday 

at 7:30. Board meets every Toute 
night at $:00 in the office. Ed Gottes- 
man, Secretary-Treasurer. 





UR DRESSERS’ UNION, Local 2, In- 
ternational Fur Workers’ Union 
Office and headquarters, 949 Wil- 
oughby Ave., Brooklyn; STagg 2-0798. 
Ist and 3rd Mondays. 











Tennis; Swimming; Lake; Handball Court. 
In the heart of Storm King Mountains. 


tis Reiss; 
Treasurer, Albert Helb. 


AITERS’ and WAITRESSES’ UNION. 


Secretary, Samuel Mindel; Local No. 1, A. F. of L. and U.LT 
Lehman, Sec’y; 


290—7th Ave. 





52 rics from N. Y.—Weekly rates $16, $18, $20. Week-end $3.50 
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VETHITE GOODS WORKERS’ UNION 


INT BOARD DRESS AND WAIST- 
* UNION.—Offices: 232 West 
N.Y.C, Tel., LOngacre 5-5100, 
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Local 62 of LL.G.W.U. &. Ltn 


New York City, 
Algonquin ¢1861. S Shore, Manages 


irectors meets every Monda 
meets every Wed. 
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A DISGUSTING PERFORMANCE 
UNG more demagogic has been staged by a 


government representative in years than the speech 
of General Johnson last week in condemning the WPA 
strike. It was designed to pin Communism on the 
strikers, well knowing the abysmal ignorance regarding 
that movement that generally prevails. He could say 
that Communist unions are not “openly” leading the 
strike and add, “I do not charge any Communism in the 
building trades." With this was coupled the statement 
that some union leaders “have allowed themselves to be 
euchered and outgeneraled into raking Communist 
chestnuts out of this fire.” All this was capped with the 
statement that if ‘A. F. of L. Unions are made to appear 
as the spearhead in a communistic strike, public support 
will depart from unionism.” 

These statements are about as precise as the 
speeches of Hitler, and it is because they are vague that | 
they are demagogic, irresponsible and dangerous. It is 
obvious that if Johnson had evidence of Communist 
influence he would have presented it. Lacking it, he 
resorted to cowardly innuendo, hints, implications and 
surmises. It was the most disgusting performance ever 
staged over the radio and in the press. By employing 
the same methods, a speaker could make an audience 
suspect Johnson of being a yegg without directly 
saying so. 


NEW DEAL CONTRADICTIONS 
ND every move. at Washington dealing with the 

























































depression is the idea of not disturbing the holy 
institution of capitalistic property. Human beings out- 
side the range of this view are dealt with as animals to 
kept alive until the owners can use them in industry. 

The latest move is the WPA program for reducing 
wages in the building trades one-half and extending the 
hours of labor. This is intended to shift workers from 
relief rolls to payrolls of the government. Only a little 
over a hundred thousand have thus far been shifted from 
idle relief to employment relief. In the Middle West 
some states have cut off relief to force those receiving it 
to work in the harvest fields. 

Of the WPA program another situation is develop- 
ing. There are those who are jobless but who have some 
resources not yet exhausted. Not until they become 
bankrupt will they be eligible for idle relief. but they 
also can get no WPA jobs as these jobs go to those re- 
ceiving relief. The job preference of the idle is thus 
coming to be called the “aristocracy of the idle.” Later 
the jobless man whose resources are finally exhausted 
will have the glorious privilege of being a member of 
this ‘‘aristocracy.”’ 

Meantime, the WPA program will exert a fearful 
downward pressure on wages throughout the country, 
thus reducing purchasing power and increasing the 
number of the idle. These contradictions and absurdities 
are the direct outcome of policies that seek the preserva- 
tion of production for the profit gains of the capitalist 
class. Misery without end is the price of all this unless 
the masses have the intelligence to end the capitalist 

‘ system out of which this torture and uncertainty issue. 












ALCATRAZ HORRORS 
cal ager is at its worst in dealing with its human 


misfits, those creatures of society who are unable 
to adjust themselves to an anti-social order. Some crimi- 
nologists hold that in many instances the criminal is a 
, man who would fit into one social order but not into 
another one. For example, in primitive society a mem- 
ber of a tribe who tried to monopolize some form of 
useful wealth would be a criminal; today such a person 
receives homage as a respectable man. * In the childhood 
of the race a person with the wealth-ich of Rockefeller 
would be exiled from the tribe. 
Prison regime in this country was once a den of 
revolting horrors and there are some survivals today. 
A prisoner recently released from Alcatraz Island Federal 
Prison revealed a subtle form of endless punishment of 
prisoners that is unspeakably cruel and certainly un- 
necessary. Prisoners are not permitted any radios and 
newspapers and not a word is permitted to convicts in 
line, at table, at work and in their cells. Whispering is 
severely punished. Only from! to 3:30 on Saturdays are 
convicts permitted to talk. 
This is simply hideous brutality. Is the Federal 
Government so weak that it must impose this endless 


es “goes 


while the Powers are wondering what to do about Ethiopia, they might look behind them. 


THE NEW LEADER. 
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But 


Behind the 


By Benjamin Meiman 
Our Washington Correspondent 


HE strong desire of the Con- 

gressmen to adjourn and go 
home made them pass the Presi- 
dent’s tax bill which has been 
labeled by its enemies as a 
“soak-the-rich” or a ‘“‘share-the- 
wealth” makeshift. It was passed 
in the House by 282 to 96. It 
was then sent to the Senate. 
There it was put on the operat- 
ing table in the Finance Commit- 
tee. The operation was success- 
ful, but the patient may die. 
Surely President Roosevelt will 
not recognize his poor child. 

Saturday the tax-the-rich bill 
became the “soak-everybody” ‘bill 
when the Senate Finance Commit- 
tee completed a new revenue meas- 
ure to raise $440,000,000 annually 
by cutting deeply into incomes in 
the lower brackets. The House bill 
was unrecognizable when the Sen- 
ate finished its face-lifting opera- 
tions. 

Primarily the work of Wiscon- 
sin’s Progressive Senator Robert 
M. LaFollette, Jr., the bill starts 
surtax rates at 4 per cent on sala- 
ries of $3,000 to $4,000, lowering 
exemptions to $800 for single and 
2,000 for married people, and yet 
graduates levies rapidly upward to 
a 70 per cent tax on incomes of 
$500,000 up to a 75 per cent tax on 
everything over $5,000,000, in addi- 
tional taxes to the 4 per cent rate. 

The inheritance taxes of the 
House were eliminated completely. 
Capital stock taxes were sharply 
increased and excess profits taxes 
adjusted to yield the same as the 
House levy. While Democrat and 
Republican conservatives generally 
hailed the new bill as better, op- 
position is strong and in fighting 
mood, headed by Senators Borah 
and Norris, both supposed to be- 
long to the so-called Senate Pro- 
gressive Group. 

“I do not see the justice or the 
wisdom, economically speaking,” 
Senator Borah said, “of lowering 
the exemptions. 

“Neither do I think we ought to 
increase the rates on small incomes. 
Families with small incomes are 
now paying more than their pro- 
portion of taxes and at the same 
time they are facing an increase 
in prices for food, clothing, fuel 
and rent. 

“To increase taxes in this region 
and among these taxpayers is to 
acentuate their burden which is al- 
ready heavy enough and necessar- 
ily to lower their standard of liv- 
ing.” 

The lion’s roar of protest from 
Senator Borah, assurances of House 
leaders that taxes on lower in- 
comes will never be approved by 
that body, and strong influences 
from the White House, caused the 
Senate Finance Committee to turn 
a complete about-face on Monday 
afternoon. About midnight they 





torture on its prisonerg? This is not reclaiming these 
unfortunates. It means transforming them into wild! 
unsocial creatures seeking revenge on: the society that 
can so treat them. 





reported to the Senate a tax bill 
somewhat nearer the one adopted 
by the House, but minus the in- 
heritance levies, starting at 5% on 
the first taxable $10,000 and rang- 
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in Washington 









ing to 75 per cent on more than 
$10,000,000. 
In lieu of this, the committee 


earlier decided to lift the estate 
tax rate from a maximum of 60 
per cent to 70 per cent on estates 
of over $50,000,000, with exemp- 
tions lowered from $50,000 to $40,- 
000. The committee estimates that 
the new estate tax, combined with 
a gift tax approximating three- 
fourths of the estate tax, would 
yield $100,000,000 in revenue. 

The defeat of the LaFollette 
amendment undoubtedly avoided a 
prolonged floor battle and made an 
early adjournment possible. 

k * * 


At Last a Social Security Law 
ALL other activities on the wel- 

fare horizon were eclipsed last 
week by the passage of the Social 
Security bill by both Senate and 
House. The signature of the Presi- 
dent is all that is necessary before 
the bill becomes law. 

In eliminating the controversial 
private pension amendment from 
the final form of the measure, leg- 
islative hammers and nails have 
finished shaping the law, which is 
designed to provide old age pen- 
sions, unemployment insurance, 
maternity and child aid, pensions 
to the indigent blind. and an en- 
larged public health service for a 
vast part of the nation’s population. 

Inasmuch as the bill depends 
upon Federal-State cooperation, 
benefits will not be made available 
to citizens until State laws are 
either revised or constructed to 
conform with Federal requirements. 
Almost all State legislatures are 
out of session by this time. It is 
believed by officials that the 
greater part of them will call spe- 
cial sessions in the near future so 
that laws may be drafted which 
will bring their residents greater 
security against economic hazards. 

How will the average citizen 
benefit under the security act? 

The measure, with a few signifi- 
cant compromises and many minor 
changes, now provides for: 

Old-Age Assistance——The Fed- 
eral Government will aid the States 
in providing old-age pensions to 
men and women over 65 years of 
age who are dependent upon the 
public for support. The expendi- 
tures of the States will be matched, 
with the limitation that the Fed- 
eral grant will not exceed $15 per 
person per month. 

Although the Federal aid is so 
limited, there is-nothing in the act 
which limits the pension to $30 a 
month. That is to say, the State 
may, if it elects to do so, give 


more than $15 per person per 
month as its share. 
Administration of the pension 


grants is also left to the States. 

Security for Wage Earner.—De- 
signed by its sponsors to provide a 
more adequate measure of old-age 
security for those workers now em- 
ployed, the act further provides for 
the establishment of a system of 
contributory old-age annuities for 
substantially all urban workers 
other than those who are employed 
in private, agricultural, domestic 
or governmental service. To build 
up reserves for these pensions, 








workers earning up to $3,000 a 
year would be taxed 3 per cent, 
starting at 1 per cent in 1937 and 
reaching 3 per cent in 1949. A 
similar tax would be placed on em- 
ployers of these workers. 

Under this plan, which will come 
into operation in 1942, annuities 
will become payable to all qualified 
workers upon retirement at the age 
of 65 years with payments propor- 
tionate to their earnings during the 
years of employment. The mini- 
mum annuities will be $10 per 
month, the highest $85, with $50- 
$65 the probable average for work- 
ers now in the younger age groups. 
This plan is expected to cover about 
25,000,000 workers. 

Unemployment Insurance. — The 
bill does not set up a Federal un- 
employment compensation system. 
What it does is to make it possible 
for the States to establish unem- 
ployment compensation systems. 

This is accomplished through the 
imposition of a uniform payroll 
tax on employers of eight or more 
workers. The rate of the Federal 
tax is 1 per cent for the year 1936, 
2 per cent for 1937, and 3 per cent 
in 1938 and thereafter. 

The benefits to be paid workers 
under the unemployment compen- 
sation feature will be set by the 
individual States. The States may 
choose between pooling all employ- 
ment insurance contributions or 
setting up individual reserves for 
each employer. 

Child Welfare Provisions.—Dur- 
ing the first year of the act a total 
of $50,000,000 will be appropriated 
for maternal and child welfare 
services. 

To aid dependent children the 
Federal Government will put up $1 
for every $3 provided by the State. 
However, in no case will the Fed- 
eral Government’s share, with re- 
spect to any single dependent child, 
exceed $6 per month. 

An appropriation is also made 
available for aiding States to ex- 
tend and improve services for pro- 
moting the health of mothers and 
children. Needy crippled children 
will benefit under grants made by 
the Federal Government to the 
States. Medical, surgical and cor- 
rective services will be offered. 

Homeless and neglected children 
will benefit under another Federal 
appropriation to States. Public 
welfare agencies will be able to 
enlarge the scope of their treat- 
ment for these children, under the 
terms of the bill. 

To rehabilitate vocationally the 
physically disabled, the Federal 
Government will appropriate $2,- 
000,000 annually. 

Aid for the Blind.—The indigent 
blind will be eligible for pensions 
under another provision of the bill. 
Benefits will be on the same basis 

those for old-age assistance. 

The Federal Government will put 
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Food Tariff 








GOOD friend and comrade 
in the Far West takes the 
present writer to task for hav- 
ing found fault with that plank 
in the platform of the Common- 
wealth Political 
Federation which 
declares against 
“importation of 
farm products 
produced in the 
United States.” 
He can see no 
good reason for 
our objecting to 
this plank, and 
can explain our 
attitude only by 
supposing that 
New York So- 
cialists know little and care less 
about the conditions and interests 
of the working farmers. Making 
al] due allowance for midsummer 
irritability, let us mildly suggest 
that abuse is not argument. The 
question is worth discussing calm- 
ly, if it is worth discussing at all. 
The C.P.F. proposes to give 
American farmers a monopoly in 
so far as concerns all foodstuffs 
and other farm produce that can 
be grown in this country. Whether 
this is to be effected by imposing 
heavy import duties or by simply 
prohibiting importation is not stat- 
ed, and does not matter in the 
least. The object in view is to 
force up the final selling prices of 
agricultural products by cutting 
off all outside competition. That 
this would be its effect, can hardly 
be denied. How much of the in- 
creased price paid by the consum- 
ers would find its way into the 
farmers’ pockets, and how much 
of it would go to retail and whole- 
sale dealers, speculators, proces- 
sors, transport agencies, mortgage 
holders, and landlords is another 
question, and a very important 
one. 
Lessons From Experience 
The experience of other coun- 
tries may help us to answer it. 
All through the eighteenth century 
and half of the nineteenth Great 
Britain had what were called the 
Corn Laws, imposing duties on im- 
ported grain for the avowed pur- 
pose of keeping the price of grain 
in Great Britain above what it 
otherwise would have been. As the 
urban population increased with 
the development of the factory 
system in the latter half of this 
period, the wage workers com- 
plained bitterly of the rising price 
of bread which naturally followed. 
The manufacturers agreed with 
them and advocated the repeal of 
the Corn Laws, in the hope that 
cheapening the workers’ food would 
make it possible to reduce the 
workers’ wages. The landowning 
class of course predicted national! 
ruin if foreign grain were admit- 
ted to the British markets. The 
workers on the land—miserably 
poor, mostly illiterate, and alto- 
gether unorganized—then counted 
for almost nothing in politics, and 
their voice was hardly heard; it 
appears, however, that they gen- 
erally accepted the landlords’ view. 
The Corn Laws were repealed in 
1846 and from that time till the 
World War foodstuffs came in free 
f duty. Of course many other 
changes in public policy took place, 
and it is not possible to trace each 
particular effect to one particular 
cause. What can safely be said, 
however, comparing the seventy 
years after 1846 with the seventy 
years before, is that the agricul- 
tural landlord class declined, that 
the industrial capitalists gained 








dition both of the tenant farmers 
and the agricultural laborers and 
of the wage workers in industry 
was far better in the later period 
than in the earlier one. 


To Aid the Working Farmers 


By Algernon Lee 


ground, and that the economic con- | 


Not the Way 








The German “Hunger Tariff" 

Imperial Germany, largely dom- 
inated by the Junkers or rural 
landlords, had several decades of 
experience with protective tariffs 
on agricultural products. That the 
Junkers profited by this system is 
certain. The German industrial cap- 
italists, for special reasons that 
need not be gone into here, never 
developed a strong and self-reliant 
Liberal party. They opposed the 
food tariffs, but their opposition 
; was ineffective, It was the Social 
Democracy, the party of the work- 
ing classes, that boldly and sharply 
attacked what it called the “hun- 
ger tariff.” And it was able to 
show, not only that the burden of 
artificially enhanced prices bore 
terribly hard on the industrial 
wage workers, but that the actual 
workers on the land, whether ten- 
ants, sma!] proprietors, or~ hired 
laborers, got no compensating 
benefit. 

But it will be said that Amer- 
ican conditions today are different 
from those of Germany twenty- 
five years or of Great Britain 
ninety years ago. That is true. In 
no two countries and in no ‘two 
periods are conditions ever exactly 
the same. But it does not follow 
that we have nothing to learn from 
the experience of other nations or 
of other times. Before we reject 
the lessons of this experience, we 
must be shown just what there is 
peculiar to American conditions 
that would make those lessons in- 
applicable. 

Can't Have it Both Ways 

Our correspondent denies that 
exclusion of foreign foodstuffs 
would raise the urban workers’ 
cost of living. By what course of 
reasoning does he justify this 
claim? Why, he says, the prospect 
of a rise of prices resulting from 
‘the proposed American monopoly 
of the American market would 
stimulate American farmers to 
produce more wheat, corn, pota- 
toes, meat, milk, cotton, wool and 
so forth than they now do; this 
increase in supply would prevent 
the prices from rising and so the 
urban workers would get their 
foodstuffs and clothing materials 
as cheap as ever. This answer to 
the cost-of-living objection de- 
stroys the only argument in favor 
of the proposal. If the thing 
worked out as he says, if the 
prices of farm produce did not rise, 
then the farmer would not get the 
expected benefit. You can’t have 
it both ways. J 

It may, however, be seriously 
doubted whether it would work out 
in this way. The farmers them- 
selves, if once they saw that the 
exclusion of foreign produce was 
not giving them higher prices for 
what they raised, and that this 
was due to the increase of their 
own output, would pretty certainly 
demand other measures to protect 
them from their own mutual com- 
petition—such, for example, as the 
Rooseveltian plan’ of having the 
nation pay farmers to limit their 
output or destroy part of it, or 
else the plan of having the nation 
buy enough farm produce to keep 
prices up at home and “dump” it 
at a loss in trade with other coun- 
tries. If they did not, they would 
prove less shrewd than we simple- 
minded city folk think them. 

Do we, then, while approving 
protective tariffs on manufactured 
goods, condemn protective tariffs 
on farm produce? Assuredly not. 
We oppese the so-called protect- 
ive policy in. either case. Too 
long have the bulk of the in- 
dustrial wage workers been de- 
ceived by the plea that protection 
for their employers protected them. 
| That illusion must be dispelled. But 
'the situation will not be improved 
| by leading the workers on the land 
‘to fall into the same error. 








establish and maintain more ade- 
yuate public health services. Much 
of the money will be used in build- 
ng up services in rural areas. 

Also, provision is made for the 
investigation of disease and prob- 
lems of sanitation by the Public 
Health Service. 


* = * 


Collective Bargaining Wins 


OCCUPATIONS OF 
WORKERS ON RELIEF 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Forty- 
four and one-half per cent, or 
1,549,000 or the 3,485,000 men and 
women between the ages of 16 and 
64 receiving relief in urban areas 
in May 1934, had previously been 





OR the first time the cause of 


the Railroad Labor Act was 
are vital to both measures. 

The decision came in the Federal | 
District Court at Norfolk, Va. It] 
concerned the Virginian Railway 
Company, which was ordered by 
the Court to bargain with duly 
elected employe spokesman, in this 
case American Federation of Labor 
unions, and to cease promoting a 
company union. 

Furthermore, the workers were 
repair shop men, working entirely 
in intrastate productive operations. 
operations, however, were 





These 


ruled by the Court to have a direct | 
effect on interstate commerce, and 
hence to come under the scope of 
the Act. 





up no more than $15 per person 
per month. However, other funds 
are made available for providing 
diagnosis for eye conditions andj; 
for training and employment of 
the adult blind. 

Public Health Services.—An an- 
nual appropriation of $8,000,000 ' 
will be used in helping the States ' 













—— 


" collective bargaining has won a} 
clear-cut victory in a Federal court. | 

Not the Labor Relations Act, but | tries, which include building trades, 
at! iron and steel, textiles, automobile 
stake, but the chief issues decided | 


employed in manufacturing and 
mechanical industries. Workers 
| formerly employed in these indus- 


manufacturing, etc., constituted the 
single group of workers on 
y relief rolls in May 1934. 

The service trades, such as ho- 
tels, restaurants, laundries, clean- 
ing and pressing establishments, 
and barber shops, supplied the 
second largest group of workers 
on relief. They accounted for 549,- 
400 persons, or 18.6 per cent of 
all the workers on urban relief. 
Transportation and communication 
contributed 393,600 workers, or 11.3 
per cent of the total; wholesale 
and retail trade 315,800 workers, 
or 9.1 per cent. Farmers and farm 
laborers on relief numbered 183,- 





larges 





cit 


1100 and constituted white-collar 
} workers on urban relief rolls in 
| May 1934 accounted for 4.7 per 


cent of the total. 

These estimates are based on a 
survey made by the Division of 
Research, Statistics, and Finance 
of the FERA, covering occupa- 
tional characteristics of workers 
on relief in May 1934 in 60 rep- 
resentative cities having a pop- 
ulation of 25,000 or more. 
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